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1 KNOW not whether I may 


be allowed, without the imputa- 
tion of vanity, to expreſs the ſa- 
tisfaction I felt on being told by 


my Bookſeller, that another Edi- 
tion of the Apology for Chriftanity 


was wanted. It is a ſatisfaction, 
however, in which vanity has no 


part; it is altogether founded in 


the delightful hope, that I may 


have been, in a {mall degree, in- 


ſtrumental in recommending the 


Religion of Chriſt to the atten- 


tion of ſome, who might not 
otherwiſe have conſidered it, with 
b that 


1 
that ſerious and unprejudiced diſ- 
poſition which its importance re- 
quires. 


The celebrity of the work 
which gave riſe to this Apology, 
has, no doubt, principally contri- 
buted to its circulation: could 1 
have entertained a thought, that 
it would have been called for ſo 
many years after its firſt publica- 
tion, I would have endeavoured 
to have rendered it more intrin- 
ſecally worthy the public regard. 
It becomes not me however to 
depreciate what the world has 
approved; rather let me expreſs 
an earneſt wiſh, that thoſe who 
diſlike not this little Book, will 
| I peruſe 


vii ) 
peruſe larger ones on the ſame 
ſubject: in them they will ſee the 
defects of this ſo abundantly ſup- 
plied, as will, I truſt, convince 
them, that the Chriſtian Religion 
is not a ſyſtem of ſuperſtition, in- 
vented by enthuſiaſts, and patro- 
nized by ſtateſmen, for ſecular 
ends, but a revelation of the will 


| of God. 


Loxpox, 


March 10, 1791. 
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T wee give 4 me n. Wh 
neſs to be reputed an enemy to 
free inquiry in religious matters, or 
as capable of being animated into 
any degree of perſonal male volence 
againſt thoſe who differ from me in 
opinion. On the contrary, I look 
upon the right of private judgment, 
in every concern reſpecting God and 
ourſelves, as ſuperior to the controul 
of human authority; and have ever 
regarded free diſquiſition as the beſt 
mean of illuſtrating the doctrine, and 
B cſabliſh» 
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eſtabliſhing the truth of Chriſtianity. / 
Led the followers of Mahomet, and 
the zealots of the church of Rome, 
ſupport their ſeveral religious ſyſtems 
by damping every effort of the hu- 
man intellect to pry into the founda- 
tions of their faith : but never can it 
become a Chriſtian, to 'be afraid of 
being aſked a reaſon of the faith that 
ic in bim; nor a Proteſtant, to be ſtu- 
dious of enveloping his religion in 
myſtery and ignorance. ;, nor the 
church of England, to abandon that 
moderation by which ſhe permits 
every individual ef ſentire que velit, et 
que — dicere. ö 


It is not, Sir, without ſome reluc- 
tance, that, under the influence of 
theſe opinions, I have prevailed upon 
myſelf to addreſs theſe letters to you; 
| a „„ and 
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and you vill attribute to the fame 
motive 'my not having given you 


this trouble ſooner. I had moreover 


an expectation, that the taſk would 
have been undertaken by ſome per- 
ſon capable of doing greater juſtice 
to the ſubject, and more worthy of 
your attention. Perceiving, however, 
that the two laſt chapters, the fifteenth 
in particular, of your very laborious 
and claffical hiſtory of the Decline 
and Fall of the Roman Empire, had 
made upon many an impreſſion not 
at all advantageous to Chriſtianity ; 
and that the filence of others, of the 
Clergy eſpecially, began to be looked 
Y upon as an acquieſcence in what 
you had therein advanced; I have 
thought it my duty, with the, utmoſt 
reſpect and wan towards you 
B 2 ms 
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to take che liberty of ſuggeſting to 
your confideration a few remarks 
upon ſome of the paſſages which - 
have been eſteemed (whether you 
meant that they ſhould be ſo eſteem- 
ed or not) as powerfully militating 
againſt that revelation, which till is 
to many, what it formerly was 10 the 
Greeks—fooliſhneſs ; but which we 
deem to be true, to be the power of 
God unto ſalvation to 0 one that 
_ believeth. 


To the inquiry by what means the 
Chriſtian faith obtained ſo remark- 
able a victory over the eſtabliſhed re- 
ligions of the earth, you rightly an- 
ſwer, By the evidence of the doc- 
trine itſelf, and the ruling providence 
of its * But afterwards, i in aſ- 

f ſigning 
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n for this aſtoniſhing event five 
ſecondary cauſes, derived from the 
paſſions of the human heart and the 
general circumſtances of mankind, 
you ſeem to fome to have infinuated, 
that Chriſtianity, like other impoſ- 
tures, might have made its way in 
the world, though its origin had been 
as human as the means by which you 
ſuppoſe it was ſpread. It is no with 
or intention of mine, to faſten the . 
 odium of this inſinuation upon you: 

I ſhall fimply endeavour to ſhew, 
that the cauſes you produce are either 
| inadequate to the attainment of the 

end propoſed ; or that their efficien- 

cy, great'as you imagine it, was de- 2 

rived from other principles than 
thoſe you have thought ue to 
mention. | 
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Your firſt cauſe is, the . 
and, if you may uſe the expreſſion, 
the intolerant zeal of the Chriſtians, 
derived, it is true, from the Jewiſh re- 
ligion, but purified from the narrow 
and unſocial ſpirit which, inſtead of 
inviting, had deterred the Gentiles 
from embracing the law of Moſes,” — 
Yes, Sir, we are agreed that the zeal 


of the Chriſtians was inflexible ; nej- 


ther death, nor life, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, ner. 
ibings to come, could bend it into a 
{ſeparation from the love of God, which 


as in Chriſt Jeſus their Lord : it was 
an inflexible obſtinacy, in not blaſ- 


pheming the name of Chriſt, which 
every where expoled-them to perſe- 
cution ; and which even your ami- 


able and * Pliny thought 


proper, 


(-7 
proper, for want of other crimes, to 
puniſh with death in the Chriſtians of 
bis province. — We are agreed, too, 
that the zeal of the Chriſtians was in- 
tolerant; for it denounced 7ribulation 
and anguiſh upon every ſoul of man that 
did evil, of the Jew firſt, and alſo of the 
Gentile: it would not tolerate in 
_ Chriſtian worſhip thoſe who ſup- 
plicated the image of Cæſar, who 
bowed down at the altars of Paga- 
niſm, who mixed with the ,votaries 
of Venus, or wallowed in the filth of 
Bacchanalian feſtivals. 

But though we are thus far agreed 
with reſpe& to the inflexibility and 
| Intolerance of Chriſtian zeal, yet, as 
to the principle from which it was de- 
_ rived, we are toto c#lo divided in opi- 

nion. You deduce it from the Jewiſh 
B4 LE © 
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religion; I would refer it to a more 
adequate and a more obvious ſource, 
a full perſuaſion of the truth of Chriſ- 
tianity. What! think you that it 
was a zeal derived from the unſocial 
ſpirit of Judaiſm, which inſpired Pe- 
ter with courage to upbraid the whole 
people of the Jews in the very capi- 
tal of Judea, with having delivered up 
Feſus, with baving denied him in the 
preſence of Pilate, with having defired a 
muraerer to be granted them in his ſtead, 
with having killed the Prince of life? 
Was it from this principle that the 
ſame apoſtle, in conjunction with 
John, when ſummoned, not before 
the dregs of the people (whoſe judg- 
ments they might have been ſup- 
poſed. capable of miſleading, and 
whoſe reſentment they might have 
deſpiſed), but before the rulers and 
5 the 
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the elders and the ſcribes, the dread 
tribunal of the Jewiſh nation, and 
commanded by them to teach no 
more in the name of Jeſus—boldly 
anſwered, that they could not but ſpeak 
the things which they had ſeen and 
heard? They had ſeen with their eyes, 
they had handled with their hands, the. 
word of life; and no human juriſ- 
dition could deter them from be- 
ing faithful witnefſes of what they 
had ſeen and heard. Here then you 
may perceive the genuine and un- 
doubted origin of: that: zeal, which 
you aſcribe to what appears to me a 
very inſufficient. cauſe; and which 
the Jewiſh. rulers were ſo far from 
conſidering as the ordinary effect of 
their religion, that they were exceed- 
ingly at a loſs how to account for it: 
—now when they ſaw the. boldneſs of Pe- 

i ter 


(no -) 
ter and John, and perceived that they 
were unlearned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled, The Apoſtles, heedleſs of 
conſequences, and regardleſs of every 
thing but truth, openly every where 
profeſſed themſelves witneſſes of the 
reſurrection of Chriſt; and with a 
confidence which could proceed from 
nothing but conviction, and which 
pricked the Jews to the heart, bade 
the houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that 
God had made that ſame Feſus, whom 
they had crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. 


I mean not to produce theſe in- 
ſtances of apoſtolic zeal as direct 
proofs of the truth of Chriſtianity; 
for every religion, nay, every abſurd 
ſect of every religion, has had its 
zealots, who have not ſcrupled: to 
maintain their principles at the ex- 

pence | 


„ 
, pence of their lives; and we ougfit 
no more to infer the truth of Chriſ- 
_ tianity from the mere zeal of its pro- 
pagators, than the truth of Maho- 
metaniſm from that of a' Turk. 
When a man ſuffers himſelf to be 
covered with infamy, pillaged' of his 
property, and dragged at laſt to the 
block or the ſtake, rather than give 
up his opinion; the proper inference 
is, not that his opinion is true, but 
that he believes it to be true: and a 
queſtion of ſerious diſcuſſion imme- 
diately preſeꝑts itſelf upon what 
foundation has he built his belief ? 
This is often an intricate inquiry, in- 
cluding in it a vaſt compaſs of hu- 
man learning: a Bramin or a Man- 
darin, who ſhould obſerve a miſ- 
ſionary atteſting the truth of Chriſ- 
tianity with his blood, would, not- 
5 | B 6 with- 


Judge of the facts which they relate, 


6 
withſtanding, have a right to aſk 
many queſtions, before it could be 
expected that he ſhould give an af- 


fent to our faith. In the caſe in- 
| deed of the Apoſtles, the inquiry 


would be much leſs perplexed ;. ſince 
it would briefly refolve itſelf into 
this—whether they were credible re- 


porters of facts which they them- 


ſelves profeſſed to have ſeen: and 


1t would be an. eaſy matter to ſhew, 


that their zeal in atteſting what they 
were certamly competent to judge of, 
could not proceed from any alluring 
proſpect of worldly intereſt or ambi- 
tion, or from any other probable mo- 
tive than a love of truth. = 


But the credibility of the Apoſtles” 
teſtimony, or their competency to 


"IH 


r —˙ . wc RG A. 


L 
is not naw to be examined ; the quet- 
tion before. us fimply relates to the 
principle by which their zeal was 
excited: and it is a matter of real 
aſtoniſhment to me, that any one 
converſant with the hiſtory of the 
firſt propagation of Chriſtianity, ac- 
quainted with the oppoſition it every 
where met with from the people of 
the Jews, and aware of the repug- 
nancy which muſt ever ſubſiſt be- 
tween its tenets and thofe of Ju- 
daiſm, ſhould ever think of deriv- 
ing the zeal of the primitive Chriſ- 
tians from the Jewiſh nn 


8 Both Jay nas Chriſtian, indeed; 
| believed in one God, and abomi- 
nated idolatry; but this deteſtation 
of idolatry, had it been unaceompa- 
nied with the belief of the refurrec- 
1 tion 
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tion of Chriſt, would probably have 


been juſt as inefficacious in exciting 


the zeal of the Chriſtian to undertake 
the converſion of the Gentile world, 


as it had for ages been in exciting 
that of the Jew. But ſuppoſing, 
what I think you have not proved, 
and what I am certain cannot be ad- 
mitted without proof, that a zeal de- 
rived. from the Jewiſh religion in- 
ſpired the firſt Chriſtians with forti- 
tude to oppoſe themſelves to the in- 


ſtitutions of Paganiſm ;. what was it 


that encouraged them to attempt-the 
converſion of their own countrymen:? 
Amongſt the Jews they met with no 


ſuperſtitious obſervances of: idola- 
trous rites; and therefore amongſt 


them could have no opportunity of 


ee declaring and confirming their 
_ zealous oppoſition to Polytheiſm, or 


of 


En 

of fortifying by frequent proteftations 
their attachment to the Chriſtian 
faith.” Here then, at leaſt, the cauſe 
you have aſſigned for Chriſtian zeal 
ceaſes to operate; and we muſt look 
out for ſome other principle than a 
zeal againſt idolatry, or we ſhall ne- 
ver be able ſatisfactorily to explain 
the ardour with which the Apoſtles 
preſſed the diſciples of Moſes to be- 
come the diſciples of Chriſt. 


Again, does a determined oppofi- 
tion to, and. an open abhorrence of, 
every the minuteſt part of an eſtab- 
| liſhed religion, appear to you to be 
the moſt likely method of conciliat- 
ing to another faith thoſe who profeſs 
it? The Chriſtians, you. contend, 
could neither mix with the Heathens 
in their convivial entertainments, nor 
partake with them in the celebration 
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of their ſolemn feſtivals ; they could 
neither aſſociate with them in their hy- 


meneal nor funereal rites; they could 
not cultivate their arts, or be ſpectators 


of their ſnows; in ſhort, in order to 
eſcape the rites of Polytheiſm, they 


were in your opinion obliged to re- 


nounce the commerce of mankind, 


and all the offices and amuſements 


of life. Now, how ſuch an extra- 
vagant and intemperate zeal as you 
here deſcribe, can, humanly ſpeak- 
ing, be conſidered as one of the chief 
cauſes of the quick propagation of 


Chriſtianity, in oppoſition to all the 


eſtabliſhed powers of Paganiſm, is a 
circumſtance I can by no means 


comprehend. The Jeſuit miſſiona- 


Ties, whoſe human prudence no one 


will queſtion, were quite of a contrary 
way of thinking; and brought a de- 


ſerved cenſure upon themſelves for 
not 


(1 0 
not ſcrupling to propagate the faith 
of Chriſt, by indulging to their Pa- 
gan converts a frequent uſe of idola- 
trous ceremonies. Upon the whole 
it appears to me, that the Chriſtians 
were in no wiſe indebted to the 
Jewiſh religion for the zeal with 
which they propagated the goſpel 
amongſt Jews as well as Gen- 
tiles; and that ſuch a zeal as you de- 
ſcribe, let its principle be what you 
pleaſe, could never have been de- 
viſed by any human underſtanding 
as a probable mean of promoting the 
progreſs of a reformation in religion, 
much leſs could it have been thought 
of or adopted by a few ignorant and 

1 men. hs 


I n ee upon this ſubject 
you have taken an opportunity of 
remarks 


4 
remarking, that the contempora- 
ries of Moſes and Joſhua had beheld 
with careleſs indifference the moſt 
amazing miracles—and that, in con- 
tradiction to every known principle 
of the human mind, that ſingular 
people (the Jews) ſeems to have 
yielded a ſtronger and more ready 
aſſent to the traditions of their remote 
anceſtors than to the evidence of 
their own ſenſes.” This obſervation 
bears hard upon the veracity of the 
Jewiſh ſcriptures; and, was it true, 
would force us either to reje& them, 
or to admit a poſition as extraordinary 
as a miracle itſelf—that the teſti- 
mony of others produced in the hu- 
man mind a ſtronger degree of con- 
viction, concerning a matter of fact, 
than the teſtimony of the ſenſes them - 
ſelves. It happens however, in the 
preſent 


E 
preſent caſe, that we are under no 
neceſſity of either rejecting the Jewiſh 
ſcriptures, or of admitting ſuch an 
abſurd poſition; for the fact is not 
true, that the contemporaries of 
Moſes and Joſhua beheld with care- 
leſs indifference the miracles related 


in the Bible to have been performed 
in their favour. That theſe miracles 


were not ſufficient to awe the Iſrael- 
ites into an uniform obedience to the 
Theocracy, cannot be denied; but 


whatever reaſons may be thought 
beſt adapted to account for the pro- 


penſity of the Jews to idolatry, and 


their frequent defection from the 
worſhip of the one true God, a“ ſtub- 
born incredulity” cannot be admit- 


ted as one of them. 


To men, indeed, whoſe under- 
ſtandings 


4 

ſtandings have been enlightened by 
the Chriſtian revelation, and enlarged 
by all the aids of human learning; 
who are under no temptations to ido- 
latry from without, and whoſe reaſon 
from within would revolt at the idea 
of worſhipping the infinite Author of 
the univerſe under any created ſym- 
bol;—to men who are compelled, 
by the utmoſt exertion of their reaſon, 
to admit as an irrefragable truth, 
what puzzles the firſt principles of 
all reaſoning—the eternal exiſtence 
of an uncauſed Being ;—and who are 
conſcious that they cannot give a 
full account of any one phænomenon 
in nature, from the rotation of the 

great orbs of the univerſe to the ger- 
mination of a blade of graſs, without 
having recourſe to him as the primary 


incomprehenſible cauſe of it; and 
who, 


n 
who, from ſeeing him every where, 
have, by a ſtrange fatality (convert - 
ing an exceſs of evidence into a prin- 
ciple of diſbelief), at times doubted 
concerning his exiſtence any where, 
and made the very univerſe their 
God to men of ſuch a ſtamp, it 
appears almoſt an incredible thing, 
that any human being which had 
ſeen the order of nature interrupted, 
or the uniformity of its courſe ſuſ- 
pended, though but for a moment, 
ſhould ever afterwards loſe the im- 
preſſion of reverential awe which 
they apprehend would have been ex- 
cited in their minds. But whatever 
effect the viſible interpoſition of the 
Deity might have in removing the 
ſcepticiſm, or confirming the faith, 
of a few philoſophers, it is with me a 
very great doubt, whether the people 8 

| | In 
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in general of our days would be 
more ſtrongly affected by it than 
they appear to have been in the days 
of Moſes. | 


Was any people under heaven to 
eſcape the certain deſtruction im- 
pending over them, from the cloſe 
purſuit of an enraged and irreſiſtible 
enemy, by ſeeing the waters of the 
ocean becoming a wall to them on their 
right hand and on their left; they 
would, I apprehend, be agitated by 
the very ſame paſſions we are told 
the Iſraelites were, when they ſaw the 
ſea, returning to his ſtrength, and 
ſwallowing up the hoſt of Pharaoh ; 
they would fear the Lord, they wwould 
Believe the Lord, and they would ex- 
preſs their faith and their fear by praiſ- 
ing the Lord: - they would not be- 
hold 


( 23 ) 
hold ſuch a great work with careleſs 
indifference, but with aſtoniſhment and 
terror; nor would you be able to de- 
tect the ſlighteſt veſtige of ſtubborn in- 
credulity in their ſong of gratitude. 
Na length of time would be able to 
blot from their minds the memory of 
ſuch a tranſaction, or induce a doubt 
concerning its Author; though future 
hunger and thirſt might make them 
call out for water and bread, with a 
deſponding and rebellious importu- 
nity. | 
But it was not at the Red Sea 
only that the Ifraclites regarded with 
ſomething more than a careleſs indif- 
ference the amazing miracles which 

God had wrought ; for, when the- 
law was declared to them from 


mount t Sins, all the people ſaw the 
| tbunder- 
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1 
thunderin 86. and the lightnings, and the 


noiſe of the tempeſt,, and the mountains 
ſmoking ; and when the people ſaw it, 


they removed and ſtood afar off : and they 


| ſaid unto Moſes, Speak thou with ws, 


and we will bear; but let not God fpeak 
with us, leſt we die. — This again, Sir, 
is the Scripture account of the lan- 
guage of the contemporaries of Moſes 


and Joſhua; and I leave it to you 


to conſider whether this is the lan- 


guage of fudborn incredulity, and care- 


leſs indifference. 


We are told in Scripture, too, that 
whilſt any of the contemporaries of 
Moſes and Joſhua were alive, the 
whole people ſerved the Lord: the 
impreſſion which a ſight of the mi- 
racles had made, was never effaced 


nor the obedience, which might have 
been 


| ( 25 ) 

been expected as a natural conſe- 
quence, refuſed—till Moſes and Jo- 
ſhua, and all their contemporaries, 
were gathered unto their fathers ; till 
another generation after them aroſe, 
which knew not the Lord, nor yet the 
works which he bad done for Iſrael. 
But the people ſerved the Lord all the 
days of Joſbua, and all the days of the 
elders that outlived Joſhua, who had ſeen 
all the great works of the Lord that he 
did for Jrael. 5 


I am far from thinking you, Sir, 
unacquainted with Scripture, or de- 
firous of ſinking the weight of its teſ- 
timony ; but as the words of the hiſ- 
tory from which you muſt have de- 
rived your obſervation, will not ſup- 
port you in imputing «arele/s indiffe- 
rence to the contemporaries of Moſes, 

Gb or 


( 26 ) 
or fubborn incredulily to the foreſa- 
chers of the Jews, I know not what 
can have induced you to paſs ſo ſe- 
vere a cenſure upon them, except 
that you look upon a lapſe into ido- 
latry as a proof of infidelity. In 
; anſwer to this I would remark, that 
with equal ſoundneſs of argument we 
ought to infer, that every one who 
'tranſgrefſes a religion, diſbelieves it; 
and that every individual, who in 
any community incurs civil pains and 
| penalties, is a diſbeliever of the exiſt- 
ence of the authority by which they 
are inflicted. The ſanctions of the 
Moſaic law were, in your opinion, 
terminated within the narrow limits 
of this life ; in that particular, then, 
they muſt have reſembled the fanc- 
tions of all other civil laws: !ranſpreſs 


end die is the language of every one 
of 


0 * 

of them, as well as that of Moſes; ; 
and I know not what reaſon we have 
to expect that the Jews, who were 
animated by the ſame hopes of tem- 
poral rewards, impelled by the ſame 
fears of temporal puniſhments, wit 
the reſt of mankind, ſhould have 
been ſo fingular in their conduct, 
as never to have liſtened to the cla- 
mours of paſſion before the ſtill voice 
of reaſon ; as never to have preferred 
a preſent gratification of ſenſe, in the 
lewd celebration of idolatrous rites, 
before the rigid obſervance of irk- 
ſome ceremonies. 


Before I releaſc you from the trou- 
ble of this Letter, I cannot help ob- 
ſerving, that I could have wiſhed you- 
had furniſhed your reader with Lim- 
borch's anſwers to the objections of 
CS 7 - __ Ws 


( 28 ) 
the Jew Orobio, concerning the per- 
petual obligation of the law of Mo- 
ſes. You have indeed mentioned 
Limborch with reſpect, in a ſhort 
note: but though you have ſtu- 
diouſly put into the mouths of the 
Judaiſing Chriſtians in the apoſtolic 
days, and with great ſtrength in- 
ſerted into your text, whatever has 
been ſaid by Orobio or others againſt 
Chriſtianity, from the ſuppoſed per- 
petuity of the Moſaic diſpenſation ; 
yet you have not favoured us with 
any one of the numerous replies 
which have been made to theſe ſeein- 
ingly ſtrong objections. You are 
q pleaſed, it is true, to ſay, © that the 
| Induſtry of our learned divines has 
abundantly explained the ambiguous 
language of the Old Teſtament, and 


the ambiguous conduct of the apoſ- 
| tolic 
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tolic teachers.“ It requires, Sir, no 
learned induſtry to explain what is ſo 
obvious and ſo expreſs, that he who 
runs may read it. The language of 
the Old Teſtament is this: Bebold, 
the days ome, ſaith the Lord, that I 
will make a new covenant with the 
houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of 
Fudah ; not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers, in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. This, 
methinks, is a clear and ſolemn de- 
claration there is no ambiguity at all 
in it that the covenant with Moſes 
was not to be perpetual, but was in 
ſome future time to give way to a 
new covenant, I will not detain you 
with an explanation of what Moſes 
himſelf has ſaid upon this fubject ; 
but you may try, if you pleale, whe- 

E mb 


(- 30 ) 

ther you can apply the following de- 
claration, which Moſes made to the 
Jews, to any prophet or ſucceſſion of 
prophets, with the ſame propriety 
that you can to Jeſus Chriſt :—-The 
Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee a 
Prophet from the midſt of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me: unto him ſhall 
ye bearken. If you think this ambi- 
guous or obſcure, I anſwer, That it 
is not a hiſtory, but a prophecy ; and, 
as fuch, unavoidably hable to ſome 
degree of obſcurity, till interpreted 

by the event. 
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Nor was the conduct of the 
Apoſtles more ambiguous than the 


þ language of the Old Teſtament : they 
j did not indeed at firlt com prehend 
i | the whole of the nature of the new 
j diſpenſation ; and when they did un- 
| derſtand 


1 

derſtand it better, they did not think 
proper upon every occaſion to uſe 
their Chriſtian liberty ; but, with 
true Chriſtian charity, accommo- 
dated themſelves in matters of indif- 
ference to the prejudices of their 
weaker brethren, But he who changes 
his conduct with a change of ſenti- 
ments, proceeding from an increaſe 
of knowledge, is not ambiguous in 
his conduct; nor ſhould he be ac- 
cuſed of a culpable duplicity, who 
in a matter of the laſt importance 
endeavours to conciliate the good- 
will of all, by conforming in a few 
innocent obſervances to the particu- 
lar perſuaſions of different men. 


One remark more, and I have 
done. In your account of the Gnoſ- 
tics, you have given us a very mi- 
nute catalogue of the objections 
| C4 _ which 
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which they made to the autho- 
rity of Moſes, from his account of 


the creation, of the patriarchs, of 


the law, and of the attributes 


of the Deity. I have not leiſure 
to examine whether the Gnoſtics 
of former ages really made all the 
objections you have mentioned; 1 


take it for granted, upon your au- 


thority, that they did: but I am cer- 


tain, if they did, that the Gnoſtics of 


modern times have no reaſon to be 
puffed up with their knowledge, or 


to be had in admiration as men of 


ſubtile penetration or refined erudi- 
tion : they are all miſerable copiers 


of their brethren of antiquity ; and 


neither Morgan, nor Tindal, nor 


| Bolingbroke, nor Voltaire, have been 
able to produce ſcarce a ſingle new 


objection. You think that the Fa. 
thers have not properly anſwered the 
| Gnoſtics. 


8 

Gnoſtics. I make no queſtion, Sir, 
you are able to anſwer them to your 
own ſatisfaction, and informed of 
every thing that has been ſaid by 
our induſtrious divines upon the ſub- 
ject; and we ſhould have been glad, 
if it had fallen in with your plan to 
have adminiſtered together with the 
poiſon its antidote : but ſince that is 
not the caſe, leſt its malignity ſhould 
ſpread too far, I muſt juſt mention it 
to my younger readers, that Leland 
and others, in their replies to the 
modern Deiſts, have given very full, 
and, as many learned men appre- 
hend, very ſatisfactory anſwers to 
every one of the objections which 
you have derived from the Gnoſ- 
tic hereſy. | | 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER SECOND. 


10 H E doctrine of a future life, 
improved by every addi- 
tional circumſtance which could give 
weight and efficacy to that impor- 
tant truth,” is the fecond of the 
cauſes to which you attribute the 
quick increaſe of Chriſtianity. Now 
if we impartially conſider the cir- 
cumſtances of the perſons to whom 
the doctrine, not ſimply of a future 
life, but of a future life accompanied 
with puniſhments as well as rewards; 
not only of the immortality of the 
ſoul, 


( 35 ) 
foul, but of the immortality of the 
ſoul accompanied with that of the 
reſurrection, was delivered; I can- 
not be of opinion that, abſtracted 
from the ſupernatural teſtimony by 
which it was enforced, it could have 
met with any very extenſive recep- 
tion amongſt them. 


It was not that kind of future life 
which they expected; it did not 
hold out to them the puniſhments 
of the infernal regions as aniles fa- 
bulas. To the queſtion, Quid ſi poſt 
mortem maneant animi? they could 
not anſwer with Cicero and the phi- 
 loſophers—Beatos eſe concedo ; be- 
cauſe there was a great probability 
that it might be quite otherwiſe 
with them, I am not to learn that 
there are paſſages to be picked up 
7 C6 : R at 
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C00 2 
in the writings of the antients whicli 
might be produced as proofs of their 
expecting a future ſtate of puniſh- 
ment for the flagitious ; but this opi- 
nion was worn out of credit before 
the time of our Saviour : the whole 


diſputation in the firſt book of the 


Tuſculan Queſtions, goes upon the 
other ſuppoſition. Nor was the abſur- 
dity of the doctrine of future puniſh- 
ments confined to the writings of the 
philoſophers, or the cireles of the 
learned and polite; for Cicero, to men- 


tion no others, makes no fecret of 


it in his public pleadings before the 


people at large. You yourſelf, Sir, 


have referred to his oration for Clu- 
entius: in this oration, you may re- 


member, he makes great mention of 
a very abandoned fellow, who had 


forged I know not how many wills, 
murdered 


LE 
murdered I know not how many 
wives, and perpetrated a thouſand 
other villanies ; yet even to this pro- 
fligate, by name Oppianicus, he is 
perſuaded that death was not the oc- 
caſion of any evil *. Hence, I think, 
we may conclude, that ſuch of the 
Romans as were not wholly infect- 
ed with the annihilating notions of 
Epicurus, but entertained (whether 
from remote tradition or enlightened 
argumentation) hopes of a future 
life, had no manner of expectation 
of ſuch a life as included in it the 
ſeverity of puniſhment denounced in 


Nam nune quidem quid tandem mali illi 
mors attulit ? niſi fort? ineptiis ac fabulis duci- 
mur, ut exiſtimemus apud inferos impiorum ſup- 
plicia perferre, ac plures illic offendiſſe inimi- 
eos quam hic reliquiſſe—quz ſi falſa ſint, id 
quod omnes intelligunt, &. | 
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the Chriſtian ſcheme againſt the 
wicked. 


Ne 
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Nor was it that kind of future life 
which they wiſhed : they would have 
been glad enough of an Elyſium 
which could have admitted into it 
men who had fpent this life in the 
perpetration of every vice which can 
debaſe and pollute the human heart, 
To abandon every ſeducing gratift- 
cation of ſenſe, to pluck up every 
latent root of ambition, to ſubdue 
every impulſe of revenge, to diveſt 
themſelves\ot every inveterate habit 
in which their glory and their plea- 
fure conſiſted ; to do all. this and 
more, before they could look up to 
the doctrine of a future life without 
terror and amazement, was not, one 
would think, an eaſy undertaking : 

nor 
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nor was it likely that many would 
forſake the religious inſtitutions of 
their anceſtors, fet at nought the 
gods under whoſe auſpices the Ca- 
pitol had been founded, and Rome 
made miſtreſs of the world; and ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be perſuaded into 
the belief of a tenet, the very men- 
tion of which made Felix tremble, 
by any thing leſs than a full convic- 
tion of the ſupernatural authority of 
thoſe who taught it. 


The ſeveral ſchools of Gentile 
philoſophy had diſcuſſed, with no 
ſmall ſubtlety, every argument which 
reaſon could ſuggeſt, for and againſt 
the immortality of the ſoul; and 
thoſe uncertain glimmerings of the 
light of nature would have prepared 
the minds of the learned for the re- | 


ception 


| ( 49 ) 
ception of the full illuſtration of this 
fubject by the goſpel, had not the 
reſurrection been a part of the doc- 
trine therein advanced. But that | 
this corporal frame, which is hourly _ | 
mouldering away, and reſolved at ; 
laſt into the undiſtinguiſhed maſs of 
elements from which it was at firſt 
derived, ſhould ever be clothed with 
immortality; that this corruptible ſhould 
ever put on incorruption ; is a truth ſo 
far removed from the apprehenſion 
of philoſophical. reſearch, ſo diſſo- 
nant from the common conceptions 
of mankind, that amongſt all ranks 

and perſuaſions of men it was eſ⸗- 

teemed an impoſſible thing. At 
Athens the philoſophers had liſtened 
with patience to St. Paul, whilſt they 
conceived him but a /etter forth of 
ſtrange gods; but as ſoon as they com- 
: prehended 


„ 

prehended that by the ence he 
meant the reſurrection, they turned 
from him with contempt. It was 
principally the inſiſting upon the 
ſame topic, which made Feſtus think 
that much learning had made him mad. 
And the queſtions, How are the dead 
raiſed up? and, With what body do they 
come? ſeem, by Paul's ſolicitude to 
anſwer them with fulneſs and pre- 
ciſion, to have been not unfrequently 
propofed to him by thoſe who were 
deſirous of becoming Chriſtians. 


The doctrine of a future life then, 
as promulged in the goſpel, being 
neither agreeable to the expectations, 

nor correſponding with the wiſhes, 

nor conformable to the reaſon, of the 
Gentiles, I can difcover no motive 
(ſetting aſide the true one, the divine 


power | 


— — _ — 
*y — — — — 


Ee» 
power of its firſt preachers) which 
could induce them to receive it; 
and, in conſequence of their belief, to 
conform their looſe morals to the 
rigid ſtandard of goſpel purity, upon 
the mere authority of a few con- 
temptible fiſhermen of Judea. And 
even you yourſelf, Sir, ſeem to have 
changed your opinion concerning 
the efficacy of the expectation of a 
future life in converting the Hea- 
thens, when you obſerve, in the fol- 
lowing chapter, that © the Pagan 
multitude reſerving their gratitude 
for temporal benefits alone, rejected 
the ineſtimable preſent of life and 
immortality which was offered to 
mankind by Jeſus of Nazareth.“ 


Monteſquieu is of opinion that it 
will ever be impoſſible for Chriſ- 
tianity 


„ | 
tianity to eſtabliſh itſelf in China 
and the eaſt, from this circumſtance, 
that it prohibits a plurality of wives. 
How then could it have been poſ- 
fible for it to have pervaded the vo- 
luptuous capital, and traverſed the 
utmoſt limits, of the empire of 
Rome, by the feeble efforts of hu- 
man induſtry, or human knavery ? 


But the Gentiles, you are of opi- 
Hon, were converted by their fears z 
and reckon the doctrines of Chriſt's 
ſpeedy appearance, ofthe millennium, 
and of the general conflagration, 
amongſt thoſe additional circum- 
ſtances which gave weight to that 
concerning a future ſtate. Before I 
proceed to the examination of the 
efficiency of theſe ſeveral circum- 
ſtances in alarming the apprehen- 

n fions 


1 


| fions of the Gentiles, what if I ſhould 


grant your poſition ? ſtill the main 
queſtion recurs—From what ſource 


did they derive the fears which con- 


verted them ? Not ſurely from the 
mere human labours of men, who 
were every where ſpoken againſt, 
made a ſpectacle of, and conſidered 
as the filth of the world, and the off- 
ſcouring of all things—not ſurely 


from the human powers of him who 


profeſſed himſelf rude in ſpeech, in bo- 
dily preſence contemptibie, and a de- 


ſpiſer of the excellency of ſpeech, and 


the enticing words of men's wiſdom. No, 


ſuch wretched inſtruments were but 
ill fitted to inſpire the haughty and 


the learned Romans with any other 
paſſions than thole of pity or con- 
tempt. 


Now, 


| ( 45 ) 
Now, Sir, if you pleaſe, we will 
conſider that univerſal expectation 


of the approaching end of the world, 


which, you think, had ſuch great 


| influence in converting the Pagans 


to the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, The 
near approach, you ſay, of this won- 
derful event had been predicted by 
the Apoſtles, ©* though the revolu- 
tion of ſeventeen centuries has in- 
ſtructed us not to preſs too cloſely 
the myſterious language of prophecy 
and revelation.” That this opinion, 
even in the times of the Apoſtles, _ 
had made its way into the Chriſtian 
church, I readily admit; but that 
the Apoſtles ever either predicted 
this event to others, or cheriſhed the 


expectation of it in themſelves, does 


not ſeem probable to me. As this 
is a point of ſome dithculty and im- 
Portance, 


| (6). 
portance, you will ſuffer me to ex- 
plain it at ſome length. 


It muſt be owned that there are 
ſeveral paſſages in the writings of the 
Apoſtles, which, at the firſt view, 

| ſeem to countenance the opinion you 
| have adopted. Now, ſays St. Paul, in 
his Epiſtle to the Romans, it is high 
time to awake out of ſleep ; for now is our 

; ſalvation nearer than when we believed. 
| Phe might is far ſpent, the day is at 
| Band. And in his Firſt Epiſtle to the 
N Theſſalonians he comforts ſuch of 
them as were ſorrowing for the lols 
of their friends, by aſſuring them 
that they were not loſt for ever; but 
that the Lord, when he came, would 

bring them with him; and that they 
would not, in the participation of 
any bleſſings, be in any wiſe behind 

| | thoſe 
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( 47 ” 
thoſe who ſhould happen then to be 


alive: we, ſays he (the Chriſtians 
of whatever age or country, agree- 


able to a frequent uſe of the pro- 
noun we), which are alive, and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord, ſhall not 


. prevent them which are aſteep; for the 


Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven 
with a ſhout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God, 


and the dead in Chrift ſhall riſe firſt i 


then we which are alive, and remain, 


Hall be caught up together with them in 


the clouds, to meet the Lord, In his 
Epiſtle to the Philippians he ex- 
horts his Chriſtian brethfen not to 
diſquiet themſelves with carking 
cares about their temporal concerns, 
from this powerful conſideration, 


| that the Lord was at hand : Let your 


moderation be known unto all men ; the 
: Lord 
1 


„ 
Lord is at hand; be careful about no- 
thing. The apoſtle to the Hebrews 
inculcates the ſame doctrine, admo- 
niſhing his converts 70 provoke one 
another to love, and to good works ; and 
fo much the more, as they ſaw the day 
approaching. The age in which the 
Apoſtles lived, 1s frequently called 
by them the end of the world, the 
laſt days, the laſt hour, I think it 
unneceſſary, Sir, to trouble you with 
an explication of theſe and other 
fimilar texts of ſcripture, which are 
uſually adduced in ſupport of your 
opinion ; ſince I hope to be able to ] 
give you a dire& proof, that the | 


Apoſtles neither comforted them- 
ſelves, nor encouraged others, with 
the delightful hope of ſeeing their 
maſter coming again into the world. / 
It is evident then that St. John, who F 


ur 
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ſurvived all the other Apoſtles, could 
not have had any ſuch expectation; 


ſince in the Book of the Revelation, 


the future events of the Chriſtian 
church, which were not to take place, 
many of them, till a long ſeries of 
years after his death, and ſome of 
which have not yet been accom- 
pliſhed, are there minutely deſcribed. 
St. Peter, in like manner, ſtrongly 
intimates, that the day of the Lord 
might be ſaid to be at hand, though 
it was at the diſtance of a thouſand 
years or more; for in replying to 


the taunt of thoſe who did then, or 


ſhould in future aſk, pere is the 


i omiſe of his coming ? he ſays, Be- 


leved, be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day is with the Lord as a thou- © 


and years, and a thouſand years as one 
day: The Lord is not flack concerning 
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his promiſe, as ſome men count flackneſs. 
And he ſpeaks of putting off his 
tabernacle, as the Lord had ſhewed 
him; and of his endeavour, that the 
| Chriſtians after his deceaſe might be 
able to have theſe things in remem- 
brance: So that it is paſt a doubt, 
he could not be of opinion, that the 
Lord would come in his time. As 
to St. Paul, upon a partial view of 
whoſe writings the doctrine concern- 
ing the ſpeedy coming of Chriſt is 
principally founded ; it is manifeſt, 
that he was conſcious he ſhould not 
live to ſee it, notwithſtanding the 
exprefiion before mentioned, , we 
which are alive; for he foretels his 
. own death in expreſs terms—he 
time of my departure is at hand ; and 
he ſpeaks of his reward, not as im- 
mediately to be conferred on him; 
but 


Ca) 


but as laid up, and reſerved for him 


till ſome future day I have fought a 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe ; 
henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, ſball give me at 


| that day. There is moreover one 
paſſage in his writings, which is ſo 


expreſs, and full to the purpole, that 
it will put the matter I think beyond 
all doubt; it occurs in his ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians: They, 


22 ſeems, had either by mĩſinterpreting 


ſome parts of his former letter to 
them, or by the preaching of ſome, 
who had not the ſpirit of truth; by 
ſome means or other, they had been 
led to expect the ſpeedy coming of 
Chriſt, and been greatly diſturbed in 
mind upon that account, To remove. 
this error, he writes to them in the 

Ds - follow- 
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following very ſolemn and affec- 
tionate manner: We beſeech you, bre- 
thren, by the coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and by our gathering together unto 
him, that ye be not ſoon ſhaken in mind, 
or be troubled, neither by ſpirit, nor by 
word, nor by letter as from us, as that 
the day of the Lord is at band; let no 
man deceive you by any means, He 
then goes on to deſcribe a falling 
away, a great corruption of the Chriſ- 
tian church, which was to happen 
before the day of the Lord. Now 
by this revelation of the man of fin, 
this myſtery of iniquity, which 1s to 
be conſumed with the ſpirit of his 
mouth, deſtroyed by the brightneſs 
of his coming, we have every reaſon. 
to believe, is to be underſtood the 
paſt and preſent abominations of the 
church of Rome, How then can it 
be 
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be ſaid of Paul, who clearly forefaw 
this corruption above ſeventeen hun- 
dred years ago, that he expected the 
coming of the Lord in his own day ? 
Let us preſs, Sir, the myſterious lan- 
guage of prophecy and revelation, as 
cloſely as you pleaſe; but let us preſs 
it truly; and we may, perhaps, find 
reaſon from thence to receive, with 
leſs reluctance, a religion, which de- 
| ſcribes a corruption, the ſtrangeneſs. 
of which, had it not been foretold 
in unequivocal terms, might have 
amazed even a friend to Chriſ- 
tianity. 


Il wilt produce you, Sir, a prophecy, 
which, the more cloſely you preſs it, 
the more reaſon you will have to be- 
lieve, that the ſpeedy coming of 
Chriſt could never have been pre- 
D dicted 


0 
ditted by the Apoſtles. Take it, as 
tranſlated by Biſhop Newton: But 
the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, that in the 
latter times, ſome ſhall apoſtatixe from 
the faith ; giving heed to erroneous ſpi- 
rits, and doctrines concerning demons, 
through the hypocriſy of liars ; having 
their conſcience ſeared with a red-hot 
iron; forbidding to marry, and com- 
manding to abſtain from meats, —FHere 
you have an expreſs prophecy—the 
Spirit hath ſpoken it—that in the 
latter times—not immediately, but 
at ſome diſtant period—ſome ſhould 
apoſtatize from the faith—fome, who 
had been Chriſtians, ſhould in truth 
be ſo no longer—but ſhould give 
heed to erroneous ſpirits, and doc- 
trines concerning demons :—Preſs 
this expreſſion cloſely, and you may, 
perhaps, diſcover in it the erroneous 
| tenets, 


(65 
tenets, and the demon or ſaint wor- 
' ſhip, of the church of Rome ;— 
through the hypocriſy of liars : Vou 
recognize, no doubt, the prieſthood, 
and the martyrologiſts ;——having 
their conſcience feared with a red- 
hot iron: Callous, indeed, muſt his 

conſcience be, who traffics in indul- 
gences ;—forbidding to marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from meats : 
This language needs no preſſing; 
it diſcovers, at once, the unhappy 
votaries of monaſtic life, and the 
mortal ſin of eating fleſh on faſt 
days. DE, 


\ 


If, notwithſtanding what has been 
faid, you ſhould ſtill be of opinion, 
that the Apoſtles expected Chriſt 
would come in their time; it will not 
follow, that this their error ought in 
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any wiſe to diminiſh their authority 
as preachers of the goſpel. I am 
ſenſible this poſition may alarm even 
ſome well-wiſhers to Chriſtianity ; 
and ſupply its enemies with what 
they will think an irrefragable argu- 
ment: The Apoſtles, they will ſay, 
were inſpired with the ſpirit of truth; 
and yet they fell into a groſs miſtake, 
concerning a. matter of great impor- 
tance : how is this to be reconciled ? 
Perhaps, in the following manner : 
When the time of our Saviour's mi- 
niſtry was nearly at an end, he 
thought proper to raiſe the ſpirits of 
his diſciples, who were quite caſt 
down with what he had told them 
about his deſign of leaving them; 
by promiſing, that he would ſend to 
them the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, 
the Spirit of truth; who ſhould teach 
=” them 
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them all things, and lead them into 
all truth. And we know, that this 


his promiſe was accompliſhed on the 


day of Pentecoſt, when they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt; and we 
know farther, that from that time 
forward, they were enabled to ſpeak 
with tongues, to work miracles, to 
preach the word with power, and to 
comprehend the myſtery of the ne- 
diſpenſation which was committed 
unto them. But we have no reaſon 
from hence to conclude, that they 
were immediately inſpired with the 
apprehenſion of whatever might be 


known; that they became acquaint- 


ed with all kinds of truth: They 


were undoubtedly led into ſuch 


truths as it was neceſſary for them to 

know, in order to their converting 

the world to. Chriſtianity ; but in 
D 5 other 
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other things, they were probably left 
to the exerciſe of their underſtand- 
ings, as other men uſually are. But 
ſurely they might be proper witneſſes 
of the life and reſurrection of Chriſt, 
though they were not acquainted 
with every thing which might have 
been known; though, in particular, 
they were ignorant of the preciſe 
time when our Lord would come to 
judge the world. It can be no im- 
peachment, either of their integrity 
as men, or their ability as hiſtorians, 
or their honeſty as preachers of the 
goſpel, that they were unacquainted 
with what had never been revealed 
to them; that they followed their 
own underſtandings where they had 
no better light to guide them; 
ſpeaking from conjecture, when they 
could not ſpeak from certainty ; of 

them- 


tm) 


themfelves, when they had no com- 


mandment of the Lord. They knew 


but in part, and they propheſied but 
in part; and concerning this particu- 


Jar point, Jeſus himſelf had told them, 


juſt as he was about finally to leave 


them, that it was not for them to 
know the times and the ſeaſons, which 
the Father had put in his own power. 


Nor 1s 1t to be wondered at, that the 
Apoſtles were left in a ſtate of uncer- 


tainty concerning the time in which 


Chriſt ſhould appear; fince beings: 


far more exalted, and more highly 


favoured of heaven than they, were 


under an equal degree of ignorance : 


Of that day, ſays our Saviour, and of 
that hour, knoweth no one; no, not the ' 
angels which are in heaven, neither the 
Son, but the Father only.—TI am afraid, 
Sir, IJ have tired you with ſcripture - 
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quotations ; but if I have been fortu- 
nate enough to convince you, either 
that the ſpeedy coming of Chriſt was 
never expected, much leſs predicted, 
by the Apoſtles; or that their miſ- 
take in that particular expectation, 
can in no degree diminiſh the general 
weight of their teſtimony as hiſto- 
rians, I ſhall not be ſorry for the ennui 
I may have occaſioned you. 


The doctrine of the Millennium is 
the ſecond of the circumſtances which 
you produce, as giving weight to that 
of a future ſtate; and you repreſent 
this doctrine as having been“ care- 
fully inculcated by a ſucceſſion of the 
fathers, from Juſtin Martyr and Ire- 
næus down to Lactantius;“ and ob- 
ſerve that, when * the edifice of the 
church was almoſt completed, the 

tempo- 


6 


temporary ſupport was laid aſide :? 


and in the notes .you refer us, as a 
proof of what you advance, to Ire- 
nzus, the diſciple of Papias, who 


had ſeen the apoſtle St. John,” and 


to the ſecond Dialogue of Juſtin with 
Trypho. 


I wiſh, Sir, you had turned to Eu- 
ſebius, for the character of this Pa- 
pias, who had ſeen the apoſtle St. 
John; you would there have found 
him repreſented as little better than a 
credulous old woman; very averſe 
from reading, but mightily given to 
picking up {tories and traditions next 
to fabulous; amongſt which Euſe- 
bius reckons this of the Millennium 


one. Nor is it, I apprehend, quite 


certain, that Papias ever ſaw, much 


leſs diſcourſed, as ſeems to be inſi- 
nuated, 
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nated, with the apoſtle St. John. 
Euſebius thinks rather, that it was 


John the preſbyter he had ſeen. But 


what if he had ſeen the apoſtle him- 
ſelf ? Many a weak-headed man had 
undonbtedly ſeen him as well as Pa- 
pias; and it would be hard indeed 


upon Chriſtians, if they were com- 
pelled to receive as apoſtolical tradi- 


tions the wild reveries of ancient en- 


thuſiaſm, or ſuch crude conceptions 


of ignorant fanaticiſm, as nothing 
but the ruſt of antiquity can render 
venerable. 


As to the works of Juſtin, the very 
dialogue you refer to contains a 


| proof, that the doctrine of the Millen- 


nium had not, even in his time, the 


univerſal reception you have ſup— 


poſed; but that many Chriſtians of 
e pure 


1 
pure and pious principles rejected it. 


F wonder how this paſſage eſcaped 


you; but it may be that you fol- 
lowed Tillotfon, who himſelf fol- 
lowed Mede, and read in the origi- 
nal & inſtead of av ; and thus unwarily 


violated the idiom of the language, : 


the ſenſe of the context; and the au- 


thority of the beſt editions v. In the 
1 


* Juſtin, in anſwering the queſtion propoſed x 
by Trypho, Whether the Chriſtians believed 


the doctrine of the Millennium, ſays, Nponoynry 
' By T'0b X&s WeoTte0v, O EYW (HEY , ANN ONAOS 
TAPTHR Peovehey, wi HL TIAYTWS nc, TD Yirms 
Topuwer. ILIAS © av ua Tw TH; KAOAPAL KAI 
EYEEBOYE o Xeioioywy TNQNMHE Teo un o- 
eise, £9 are oo, The note ſubjoined to this 
paſſage out of Juſtin, in Thirlby's Ed. an. 
| 1722. is, [ Nees MET, TW T1; r Me- 
dus (quem ſequitur Tillotſonus, Reg. Fidei 
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( 64 ) 
note you obſerve, that it is unneceſſa- 
ry for you to mention all the interme- 
diate fathers between Juſtin and Lac- 


tantius, as the fact, you ſay; is not 


diſputed. In a man who has read 
ſo many books, and to ſo good a 


purpoſe, he muſt be captious indeed, 


who cannot excuſe ſmall miſtakes. 
That unprejudiced regard to truth. 
however, which is the great charac- 


teriſtic of every diſtinguiſhed hiſto- 


rian, will, I am perſuaded, make you 
thank me for recalling to your me- 


mory, that Origen, the moſt learned 


per iii. ſect. 9, p. 756, & ſeq.) legit rw & T1; 
xlz;z5, Vehementer errant viri preclari. 
And in Jebb's Edit. an. 1719, we have the 


following note: Doctrina itaque de Millennio, 


neque erat univerſalis eccleſiæ traditio, . nec 


opinio.de fide. recepta, &c. 


— 


of: 


* 

of all the fathers, and Dionyſius, bi- 
ſhop of Alexandria, uſually for his 
immenſe erudition ſurnamed the 


Great, were both of them prior to 
Lactantius, and both of them im- 


pugners of the Millennium doctrine. 


Look, Sir, into Moſheim, or almoſt 


any writer of eccleſiaſticalhiſtory; and 
you will find the oppoſition of Ori- 
gen and Dionyſius to this ſyſtem par- 
ticularly noticed: look into ſo com- 
mon an author as Whitby, and in 
his learned treatiſe upon this ſubject, 
you will find he has well proved 
theſe two propoſitions : firft, that 
this opinion of the Millennium was 
never generally received in the 
church of Chriſt ; ſecondly, that 


there is no juſt ground to think it 


was derived from the Apoſtles. From 


hence, I think, we may conclude, 


that 
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1 
that this Millennium doctrine (which, 
by the bye, though it be new mo- 
delled, is not yet thrown aſide) could 
not have been any very ſerviceable 
ſcaffold in the erection of that migh- 
ty edifice, which has cruſhed by the 
weight of its materials, and debaſed MW. 
by the elegance of its ſtructure, the 
ſtatelieſt temples of heathen ſuper- 
ſtition. With theſe remarks, I take 
leave of the Millennium; juſt obſerv- 
ing, that your third circumſtance, 
the general conflagration, ſeems to 
be effectually included in your firſts. 
the ſpeedy coming of Chriſt, 
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O U eſteem © the miraculous 
powers aſcribed to the primi- 
tive church,” as the third of the ſe- 
condary cauſes of the rapid growth 


of Chriſtianity. I ſhould be willing. 


to account the miracles, not merely 


aſcribed to the primitive church, but 
really performed by the Apoſtles, as 
the one great primary cauſe of the 


converſion of the Gentiles. But 


waving this conſideration, let us fee 


whether the miraculous powers, which 


you aſcribe to the primitive church, 
were: 
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were in any eminent degree caleu- 
lated to ſpread the belief of Chriſ- 


tianity amongſt a great and an en- 


lightened people. 


They conſiſted, you tell us, © of 
divine inſpirations, conveyed ſome- 
times in the form of a ſleeping, ſome- 


times of a waking viſion; and were 
lberally beſtowed on all ranks of 
the faithful, on women as on elders, 
on boys as well as upon biſhops.” 
6 The deſign of theſe viſions,” 
you ſay, ** was for the moſt part ei- 
ther to diſcloſe the future hiſtory, or 


to guide the preſent adminiſtration 


of the church.” You ſpeak of the 
expulſion of demons as an ordina- 


ry triumph of religion, uſually per- 


formed in a public manner; and 
when the patient was relieved by the 
ſkull 


od 20 
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1 ) 


Sill or the power of the exorciſt, tlie 


vanquiſhed demon was heard to con- 
feſs, that he was one of the fabled 


gods of antiquity who had impiouſly 


uſurped the adoration of mankind * 
and you repreſent even the miracle 
of the reſurrection of the dead, as 
frequently performed on neceffary 
occaſions. —Calt your eye, Sir, upon 
the church of Rome, and aſk your- 


ſelf (I put the queſtion to your heart, 
and beg you will conſult that for an 


anſwer ; aſk yourſelf) whether her 
abſurd pretenſions to that very kind 


of miraculous powers, you have here 


diſplayed as operating to the increaſe 
of Chriſtianity, have not converted 
half her numbers to Proteſtantiſm, 


and the other half to Infidelity ? 


Netther the {word of the civil ma- 


giſtrate, nor the poſſeſſion of the keys | 
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4 
of heaven, nor the terrors of her ſpi- 
ritual thunder, have been able to 
keep within her pale, even thoſe who 
have been bred up in her faith; how 
then ſhould you think, that the vcry 
cauſe which hath almoſt extinguiſhed 
Chriſtianity among Chriſtians, ſhould 
have eſtabliſhed it among Pagans? 
I beg I may not be miſunderſtood; I 
do not take upon me to ſay, that all 
the miracles recorded in the hiſtory of 
the primitive church after the apoſto- 
lical age, were forgeries ; it is foreign 
to the preſent purpole to deliver any 
opinion upon that ſubject; but I do 
beg leave to inſiſt upon this, that 
{uch of them as were forgeries, mull 
in that learned age, by their eaſy de- 
tection, have rather impeded than 
accelerated the progreſs of Chriſ- 
tianity: and it appears very probable 
to 
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to me, that nothing but the recent 
prevailing evidence of real, unqueſ- 


tioned, apoſtolical miracles, could 


have ſecured the infant church from 


being deſtroyed by thoſe which were 


falſely aſcribed to it. 


It is not every man who can nicely 


ſeparate the corruptions of religion 


from religion itſelf.; nor juſtly ap- 


. portion the degrees of credit due 


to the diverſities of evidence; and 
thoſe who have ability for the taſk, 


are uſually ready enough to eman- 


cipate themſelves from goſpel re- 


ſtraints (which thwart the propen- 


ſities of ſenſe, check the ebullitions 
of paſſion, and combat the prejudices 


of the world at every turn) by blend- 
ing its native ſimplicity with the ſu- 
perſtitions which have been derived 


from 
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( 72 ) 
from it. No argument ſo well ſuited 
to the indolence or the immorality 
of mankind, as that prieſts of all ages 
and religions are the ſame; we ſee 
the pretenſions of the Romiſh prieſt- 
hood to miraculous powers, and we 
know them to be falſe ; we are con- 
ſcious, that they at leaſt muſt ſacri- 
fice their integrity to their intereſt, 
or their ambition ; and being per- 
ſuaded, that there is a great ſame- 
neſs in the paſſions of mankind, and 
in their incentives to action; and 


knowing, that the hiſtory of paſt ages 


1s abundantly ſtored with fimilar 
claims to ſupernatural authority, we 
traverſe back in imagination the moſt 
diſtant regions of antiquity ; and 
finding, from a ſuperficial view, no- 
thing to diſcriminate one ſet of men, 
or one period of time from another; 

| we 


12 

be haſtily conclude, that all revealed 
religion is a cheat, and that the 

miracles attributed to the Apoſtles 

themſelves are ſupported by no bet- 

ter teſtimony, nor more worthy our 

attention, than the prodigies of Pa- 


gan ſtory, or the lying wonders of 


Papal artifice. I have no intention, 
in this place, to enlarge upon the 
many circumſtances, by which a can- 
did enquirer after truth might be 
enabled to diſtinguiſh a pointed dif- 
ference between the miracles of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, and the tricks of 


ancient or modern ſuperſtition. One 


obſervation I would juſt ſuggeſt to you 
upon the ſubject; the miracles record- 
ed in the Old and New Teſtamentare 
ſo intimately united with the narra- 


tion of common events, and the or- 


dinary tranſactions of life, that you 
| E cannot, 
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( 74 ) 
cannot, as in profane hiſtory, ſepa- 
rate the one from the other. My 
meaning will be illuſtrated by an in- 
ſtance : Tacitus and Suetonius have 
handed down to us an account of 
many great aCtions performed by 

Veſpaſian; amongſt the reſt, they 
inform us of his having wrought ſome 

miracles, of his having cured a lame 

man, and reſtored ſight to one that 

was blind. But what they tell us of 
theſe miracles, is ſo unconnected 
with every thing that goes before and 

after, that you may reject the rela- 

tion of chem without injuring, in any 

degree, the conſiſtency of the narra- 
tion of the other circumſtances of 

his life: on the other hand, if you 

reject the relation of the miracles ſaid 
to have been performed by Jeſus 

Chriſt, you muſt neceſſarily reject 
the 


„ 
the account of his whole life, and 
of ſeveral tranſactions, concerning 
which we have the undoubted teſti- 


mony of other writers beſides the 
Evangeliſts. But if this argument 


ſhould not ſtrike you, perhaps the 
following obſervation may tend to 
remove a little of the prejudice 
uſually conceived againſt goſpel mi- 
racles, by men of lively imaginations, 
from the groſs forgeries attributed 
to the firſt ages of the church. 


The phænomena of phyſics are 
ſometimes happily illuſtrated by an 


| hypotheſis; and the moſt recondite 


truths of mathematical ſcience not 
unfrequently inveſtigated from an 


abſurd poſition : what if wetry the ſame 
method of arguing in the caſe before 
us? Let us ſuppoſe then, that a new 
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„ 
revelation was to be promulged to 
mankind; and that twelve unlearned 
and unfriended men, inhabitants of 
any country moſt odious and deſpi- 
cable in the eyes of Europe, . ſhould 
by the power of God be endowed 


with the faculty of ſpeaking lan- 


guages they had never learned, and 


performing works ſurpaſſing all hu- 
man ability; and that being ſtrongly 


impreſſed with a particular truth, 
which they were commiſhoned to 
promulgate, they ſhould travel not 
caly through the barbarous regions 
of Africa, but through all the learn- 
ed and poliſhed ſtates of Europe; 
preaching every where with unre— 
mitted ſedulity a new religion, worx- 
ing ſtupendous miracles in atteſta- 
tion of their miſſion, and communi- 


cating to their firſt converts (as a 
ſeal 


„ 


ſeal of their converſion) a variety of 


fpiritual gifts; does it appear pro- 


bable to you, that after the death of 
theſe men, and probably after the 
deaths of moſt of their immediate 
ſucceflors, who had been zealouſly 
attached to the faith they had ſcen 
ſo miraculouſly confirmed, that none 
would ever attempt to impoſe upon 
the credulous or the ignorant, by a 
fictitious claim to ſupernatural pow- 
ers? would none of them aſpire to 
the gift of tongues ? would none of 
them miſtake phrenzy for illumina- 
tion, and the deluſions of a heated 
brain for the impulſes of the ſpirit ? 
would none undertake to cure inve- 
terate diſorders, to expel demons, or 
to raiſe the dead ? As far as I can 
apprehend, we ought, from ſuch a 
poſition, to deduce, by every rule 
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of probable reaſoning, the preciſe 


concluſion, which was in fact veri- 
fied in the caſe of the Apoſtles ; 
every ſpecies of miracles, which 


heaven had enabled the firſt preach- 


ers to perform, would be counter- 
feited, either from miſguided zeal 
or intereſted cunning, either through 
the imbecility or the iniquity of man- 
kind ; and we might juſt as reaſon- 
ably conclude, that there never was 
any piety, charity, or chaſtity in the 


world, from ſeeing ſuch plenty of 


pretenders to theſe virtues, as that 


there never were any real miracles 
performed, from conſidering the 


great ſtore of thoſe which have been 
forged. 


But, I know not how it has hap- 


pened, there are many in the pre- 
ſent 


% 


ſe 


6 
ſent age (I am far from including 
you, Sir, in the number) whoſe pre- 
judices againſt all miraculous events 
have ariſen to that height, that it 
appears to them utterly impoſſible 


for any human teſtimony, however 


great, to eſtabliſh their credibility. 
beg pardon for ſtyling their reaſon- 
ing, prejudice; I have no defign 


to give offence by that word; they 


may, with equal right, throw the 


ſame imputation upon mine; and I 


think it juſt as illiberal in divines, 
to attribute the ſcepticiſm of every 
Deiſt to wilful infidelity ; as it is in 
the Deiſts, to refer the faith of every 


divine to profeſſional bias. I have 
not had ſo little intercourſe with man- 
kind, nor ſhunned ſo much the de- 
lightful freedom of ſocial converſe, 
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. 
as to be ignorant, that there are 
many men of upright morals and 
good underſtandings, to whom, as 
you expreſs it, a latent and even 


involuntary ſcepticiſm adheres ;” and 


who would be glad to be perſuaded 
to be Chriſtians: and how ſevere 
ſoever ſome men may be in their 


judgments concerning one another; 
yet we Chriſtians, at leaſt, hope and 
believe, that the great Judge of all 
will make allowance for © our ha- 
bits of ſtudy and reflection,“ for va- 


rious circumſtances, the efficacy of 
which, in giving a particular bent to 


the underſtandings of men, we can 


neither comprehend, nor eſtimate. 
For the ſake of ſuch men, if ſuch 


ſhould ever be induced to throw an 
hour away in the peruſal of theſe let- 


ters, 


( 81 ) 


ters, ſuffer me to ſtep for a moment 
out of my way, whilſt I hazard an 


obſervation or two upon the ſubject. 


Knowledge 1s rightly divided by 


Mr. Locke into intuitive, ſenſitive, 


and demonſtrati ve. It is clear, that 


a paſt miracle can neither be the ob- 


ject of ſenſe nor of intuition, nor 
conſequently of demonſtration; we 
cannot then, philoſophically ſpeak- 
ing, be ſaid to know, that a miracle 
has ever been performed. But, in 
all the great concerns of life, we 


are influenced by probability rather 


than knowledge: and of probabi- 
lity, the ſame great author eſtdb- 
liſhes two foundations; a confor- 
mity to our own experience, and the 


teſtimony of others. Now it is con- 


tended, that by the oppoſition of 
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ISS A IS 


” 
4 rag 
——— — os Oo 


po 7 a 
— 3 
3 8 . — — — Ly 
— — — 


— wes nt ware en 


J 
"7 
#1 
TY 
4 
7 
i 
MF 
| 
* 


OE wn 


— 


— - 9 
_— — —- 4 
_— ad — 


* 8 A 
n k . 
a a — CET 


-_ 


r 
= 0 - — 


Es 
theſe two principles, probability is 
deſtroyed; or, in other terms, that 
human teſtimony can never influence 
the mind to aſſent to a propoſition 
repugnant to uniform experience.— 
Whoſe experience do you mean? 
You will not ſay, your own; for the 
experience of an individual reaches 
but a little way; and no doubt, you 
daily aſſent to a thouſand truths in 
politics, in phyſics, and in the buſi - 
neſs of common life, which you have 
never ſeen verified by experience.— 
Lou will not produce the experience 
of your friends; for that can extend 
itſelf but a little way beyond your 
own. — But by uniform experience, 
I conceive, you are deſirous of un- 
derſtanding the experience of all ages 
and nations ſince the foundation of 
the world. I anſwer, firſt; how is | 
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it that you become acquainted with 


the experience of all ages and na- 
tions? You will reply, from hiſtory. 


— Be it ſo :—Peruſe then by far the 


moſt ancient records of antiquity z 


and if you find no mention of mi- 


racles in them, I give up the point. 


Ves; but every thing related there- 


in reſpecting miracles, is to be rec- 


koned fabulous. — Why? - Becauſe 
miracles contradict the experience of 


all ages and nations. Do you not 


perceive, Sir, that you beg the very 
queſtion in debate? for we affirm, 
that the great and learned nation of 
Egypt, that the Heathen inhabiting 


the land of Canaan, that the nume- 


rous people of the Jews, and the na- 
tions which, for ages, ſurrounded 


them, have all had great experience 
of miracles. You cannot otherways 
E 6 obviate 


i ; 
þ 


— 


— DS 


rr LS BOLT AE. 


a 


1 

obviate this concluſion, than by queſ- 
tioning the authenticity of that book, 
concerning which, Newton, when he 
was writing his Commentary on Da- 
niel, expreſſed himſelf to the per- 
fon * from whom I had the anec- 
dote, and which deſerves not to be 
loſt : I find more ſure marks of 
authenticity in the Bible, than in any 
profane hiſtory whatſoever.” 
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However, I mean not to preſs you 
with the argument ad verecundiam ; it 


is needleſs to ſolicit your modeſty, 
[ when it may be poſſible, perhaps, to 
* make an impreſſion upon your judg- 
'# ment : I anſwer, therefore, in the 
0 ſecond place, that the admiſhon of 


the principle by which you reject 


* Dr. Smith, late Maſter of Trinity College. 
miracles, 


„„ 

miracles, will lead us into abſurdity, 
The laws of gravitation are the molt 
obvious of all the laws of nature ; 
every perſon in every part of the 
globe, muſt of neceſſity have had ex- 
perience of them. There was a time 
when no one was acquainted with the 
laws of magnetiſm ; theſe ſuſpend in 


many inſtances the laws of gravity: nor 


can I ſee, upon the principle in queſ- 
tion, how the reſt of mankind could 
have credited the teſtimony of their 
firlt diſcoverer ; and yet to have re- 
jected it, would have been to reject 


the truth. But that a piece of iron 
ſhould aſcend gradually from the 


earth, and fly at laſt with an increaſ- 
ing rapidity through the air; and at- 


taching itſelf to another piece of iron, 

or to a particular ſpecies of iron ore, 

ſhould remain ſuſpended in oppoſi- 
| tion 
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CS 3 
tion to the action of its gravity, is 
conſonant. to the laws of nature.—l 
grant it; but there was a time when 
it was contrary, I ſay not to the laws 
of nature, but to the uniform expe- 
rience of all preceding ages and 
countries; and at that particular 
point of time, the teſtimony of an 
individual, or of a dozen indivi- 
duals, who ſhould have reported 
themſelves eye witneſſes of ſuch a 
fact, ought, according to your argu- 
mentation, to have been received as 
fabulous. And what are thoſe laws 
ol nature, which, you think, can ne- 
ver be ſuſpended? are they not dif- 
ferent to different men, according to 
the diverſities of their comprehen- 
ſſon and knowledge? and if any one 
of them (that, for inſtance, which 
rules the operations of magnetiſm or 
. electri- 
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f electricity) ſnould have been known 


to you or to me alone, whilſt all the 


reſt of the world were unacquainted 
with it; the effects of it would have 
been new, and unheard of in the 
annals, and contrary to the expe= 
rience, of mankind ; and therefore 
ought not, in your opinion, to have 
been believed. Nor do I underſtand 
what- difference, as to credibility, 
there could be between the effects of 
ſuch an unknown law of nature and 


a miracle: for it is a matter of no 


moment, in that view, whether the 


ſuſpenſion of the known laws of na- 


ture be effected, that is, whether a 
miracle be performed, by the me- 
diation of other laws that are un- 


known, or by the miniſtry of a per- 


ſon divinely commiſſioned; ſince it 
is impoſſible for us to be certain, 


that 
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(20 3 
that it is contradictory to the conſti- 
tution of the univerſe, that the laws 
of nature, which appear to us gene- 
ral, ſhould not be ſuſpended, and 
their action over- ruled by others, ſti]! 
more general, though leſs known ; 
that is, that miracles ſhould not be 
performed before fuch a being as 
man, at thoſe times, in thoſe places, 
and under thoſe circumſtances, which 
God, in his univerſal providence, 
had pre-ordained, | 


I am, &c. 
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LETTER FOURTH. 


S1R, 


READILY acknowledge the 
utility of your fourth cauſe, the 
virtues. of the firſt Chriſtians,” as 
greatly conducing to the ſpreading 
their religion ; but then you ſeem 
to quite mar the compliment you 
pay them, by repreſenting their vir- 
tues as proceeding either from their 
repentance for having been the moſt 
abandoned ſinners, or from the lau- 
dable deſire of ſupporting the repu- 
tation | 


(90 3 
tation of the ſociety in which they 
were * 


That repentance is the firſt ſtep to 
virtue, is true enough; but I fee no 
reaſon for ſuppoſing, according to 
the calumnies of Celſus and Julian, 
e that the Chriſtians. allured into 
their party, men who. waſhed away 
in the waters of baptiſm the guilt 
for which the temples of the gods 
refuſed to grant them any expiation.” 
The Apoſtles, Sir, did not, like Ro- 
mulus, open an aſylum for debtors, 
thieves, and murderers ; for they had 
not the ſame ſturdy means of ſecur- 
ing their adherents from the graſp 
of civil power: they did not per- 
ſuade them to abandon the temples 
of the gods, becauſe they could there 
obtaiu no expiation for their guilt, 
but 


( 92 ) 

but becauſe every degree of guilt was 
expiated in them with too great fa- 
cility ; and every vice practiſed, not 
only without remorſe of private con- 
ſcience, but with the powerful ſanc- 


tion of public approbation. 


&«& After the example,” you ſay, 
ce of their Divine Maſter, the miſ- 
ſionaries of the goſpel addreſſed 
themſelves to men, and eſpecially 
to women, oppreſſed by the con- 
ſciouſneſs, and very often by the ef- 
fects, of their vices.” — This, Sir, I 
really think, 1s not a fair repreſenta- 
tion of the matter; it may catch the 
applauſe of the unlearned, embolden 
many aſtripling to caſt off for ever the 
ſweet bluſh of modeſty, confirm ma- 
ny a diſſolute veteran in the practice 
of his impure habits, and ſuggeſt 

| great 


1 
great occaſion of merriment and wan- 
ton mockery to the flagitious of every 
denomination and every age; but 
ſtill it will want that foundation of 
truth, which alone can recommend it 
to the ſerious and juclicious. The 


Apoſtles, Sir, were not like the Ita- 


lian Fratricelli of the thirteenth, nor 
the French Turlupins of the fourteenth 
century ; in all the dirt that has been 
raked up againſt Chriſtianity, even 
by the worſt of its enemies, not a 
ſpeck of that kind have they been 
able to fix, either upon the A poſtles, 
or their Divine Maſter. The goſ- 


pel of Jeſus Chriſt, Sir, was not 


preached in ſingle houſes or obſcure 
villages, not in ſubterraneous caves 
and impure brothels, not in lazars 
and in priſons; but in the ſyna- 
gogues and in the temples, in the 

ſtreets 


5 
ſtreets and in the market - places of 
the great capitals of the Roman 
provinces; in Jeruſalem, in Corinth, 
and in Antioch, in Athens, in Ephe- 
ſus, and in Rome. Nor do I any 
where find th at its miſſionaries were 
ordered particularly to addreſs them- 
ſelves to the ſhameleſs women you 
mention; I do indeed find the di- 
rect contrary ; for they were or- 
dered to turn away from, to have no 
fellowſhip or intercourſe with ſuch 
as were wont 10 creep into houſes, and 
lead captive filly women laden with 
ſins, led away with divers Iuſts. And 
what if a few women, who had either 
been ſeduced by their paſſions, or 
had fallen victims to the licentious 
manners of their age, ſhould be 
found amongſt thoſe who were moſt 
ready to receive a religion that for- 

| bad 


( 94) 
bad all impurity ? I do not appfe- 
hend that this circumſtance ought to 
| bring an inſinuation of diſcredit, ei- 
ther upon the ſex, or upon thoſe who 
wrought their reformation. 


That the majority of the firſt con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, were of an in- 
ferior condition in life, may readily 
be allowed; and you yourſelf have 
in another place given a good rea- 
ſon for it; thoſe who are diſtin- 
guiſhed by riches, honours, or know- 
ledge, being ſo very inconſiderable 
in number, when compared with the 
bulk of mankind : but though not 
many mighty, not many noble were 
called ; yet ſome mighty, and ſome 
noble, ſome of as great reputation as 
any of the age in which they lived, 
were attached to the Chriſtian faith. 
 ” Short 


3 
Short indeed are the accounts, which 
have been tranſmitted to us, of the 


firſt propagating of Chriſtianity ; yet 


even in theſe we meet with the 


names of many, who would have 


done credit to any cauſe : I will not 
pretend to enumerate them all; a few 
of them will be ſufficient to make 


| you recollect, that there were, at 


leaſt, ſome converts to Chriſtianity, 
both from among the Jews and the 


Gentiles, whoſe lives were not ſtain- 
ed with inexpiable crimes, Amongſt 


theſe we reckon Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews; Joſeph of Arimathea, 
a man of fortune and a counſellor ; 
a nobleman and a centurion of Ca- 
pernaum; Jairus, Criſpus, Soſthenes, 
rulers of ſynagogues; Apollos, an 
eloquent and learned man; Zenas, a 


Jewiſh lawyer, che treaſurer of Can- 
dace 
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dace queen of Æthiopia; Cornelius, 


acenturion of the Italian band; Diony- 


ſius, a member of the Areopagus at 
Athens; and Sergius Paulus, a man of 
proconſular or prætorian authority, of 
whom it may be remarked, that if 
he reſigned his high and lucrative 
office in conſequence of his turning 
Chriſtian, it is a ſtrong preſumption 
in its, favour; if he retained it, we 


may conclude, that the profeſſion of 


Chriſtianity was not ſo utterly incom- 
patible with the diſcharge of the of- 
fices of civil life, as you ſometimes 
repreſent it. This catalogue of men 
of rank, fortune, and knowledge, 
who embraced Chriſtianity, might, 
was it neceſſary, be much enlarged ; 


and probably another converſation 


with St. Paul would have enabled us 
10 grace it with the names of Feſtus, 
and 


5 


afid king Agrippa himſelf : not that 
the writers of the Books of the New 
Teſtament ſeem to have been at all 
ſolicitous in mentioning the great or 
the learned who were converted to 
the faith ; had that been part of their 
deſign, they would, in the true ſtyle 
of impoſtors, have kept out of ſight. 
the publicans and ſinners, the tanners 

ad the tentmakers with whom they 
converſedand dwelt ; and introduced 
to our notice none but thoſe who had 
been brought up with Herod, or the 
chief men of Afia—whom they had the 
honour to number _— their 
friends, 


That the primitive Chriſtians took 
great care to have an unſullied repu- 
tation, by abſtaining from the com- 
miſſion of whatever might tend to 
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pollute it, is eaſily admitted; but we 
do not ſo eaſily grant, that this care 
isa © circumſtance which uſually at- 
tends ſmall aſſemblies of men, when 
they ſeparate themſelves from the 
body of a nation, or the religion to 
which they belonged.” It did not 
attend the Nicolaitanes, the Simo- 
nians, the Menandrians, and the Car- 
pocratians in the firſt ages of the 
church, of which you are ſpeaking ; 


and it cannot be unknown to you, 


Sir, that the ſcandalous vices of 


theſe very early ſectaries, brought a 


general and undiſtinguiſhed cenſure 


| upon the Chriſtian name; and ſo far 


from promoting the increafe of the 
church, excited in the minds of the 
Pagans an abhorrence of whatever 
reſpected it: it cannot be unknown 


to you, Sir, that ſeveral ſectaries both 
| at 
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tioned, who have departed from the 
religion to which they belonged ; 
and which, unhappily for themſelves 
and the community, have taken as 
little care to preſerve their reputation 
unſpotted, as thoſe of the firſt and 
ſecond centuries. If then the firſt 
Chriſtians did take the care you men- 
tion (and I am wholly of your opi- 
nion in that point), their ſolicitude 
might as candidly, perhaps, and as 
reaſonably be derived from a ſenſe of 
their duty, and an honeſt endeavour 
to diſcharge it, as from the mere de- 
ſire of increaſing the honour of their 
confraternity by the illuſtrious inte- 
grity of its members. 


You are eloquent in deſcribing 


the aultere morality of the primitive 
| F 2 Chriſ- 
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Chriſtians, as adverſe to the propen- 
fities of ſenſe, and abhorrent from 
all the innocent pleaſures and amuſe- 
ments of life ; and you enlarge, with 
a ſtudied minuteneſs, upon their cen- 
ſures of luxury, and their ſentiments 
concerning marriage and chaſtity :— 
but in this circumſtantial enumera- 
tion of their errors or- their faults 
(which I am under no neceſſity of de- 
nying or excuſing) you ſeem to for- 
get the very purpoſe for which you 
profeſs to have introduced the men- 
tion of them; for the picture you 
have drawn 1s ſo hideous, and the 
colouring ſo diſmal, that inſtead of 
alluring to a cloſer inſpection, it 
muſt have made every man of plea- 
ſure or of ſenſe turn from it with hor- 
ror or diſguſt ; and ſo far from con- 
tributing to the rapid growth of 
. Chriſ- 
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Chriftianity by the auſterity of their 


manners, it muſt be a wonder to any 
one, how the firſt Chriſtians ever 


made a ſingle convert.—It was firſt 
objected by Celſus, that Chriſtianity 


was a mean religion, inculcating 
fach a puſillanimity and patience un- 


der affronts, ſuch a contempt of 


riches and worldly honours, as muſt 
weaken the nerves of civil govern- 
ment, and expoſe a ſociety of Chriſ- 


tians to the prey of the firſt invaders, 
This objection has been repeated by 
Bayle; and though fully anſwered 
by Bernard and others, it is {till the 
favourite theme of every eſprit fort 
of our own age : even you, Sir, 
think the averſion of Chriſtians to the 


buſineſs of war and government, 
* a criminal diſregard to the public 


welfare,” To all that has been ſaid 
upon this ſubject, it may with juſtice, 
F 3 I think, 
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I think, be anſwered, that Chriſ. 


zanity troubles not itſelf with order- 
ing the conſtitutions of civil ſocie- 
ties, but levels the weight of all its 
influence at the hearts of the indi- 
viduals which compoſe them ; and, as 
Origen ſaid to Ceifus, was every 1n- 
dividual in every nation a goſpel 


_ Chriſtian, there would be neither in- 


ternal injuſtice, nor external war; 
there would be none of thoſe paſ- 
fions which embitter the intercourſes 

of civil life, and deſolate the globe. 
What reproach then can it be to a 


religion, that it inculcates doctrines 


which, if univerſally practiſed, would 
introduce univerſal tranquillity, and 
the moſt exalted happineſs among 
mankind ? 


It muſt proceed from a total miſ- 
apprehen- 


E 
apprehenſion of the deſign of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, or from a 
very ignorant interpretation of the 
particular injunctions, forbidding us 
to make riches or honours a pri- 
mary purſuit, or the prompt gra- 
tification of revenge a firſt principle 
of action, to infer—that an indi- 
vidual Chriſtian is obliged by his 
religion to offer his throat to an 
aſſaſſin, and his property to the firſt 
plunderer; or that a ſociety of Chril- 
tians may not repel, in the beſt man- 
ner they are able, the unjuſt aſſaults 
of hoſtile invaſion. 


I know of no precepts in the goſ- 
pel, which debar a man from the 
poſſeſſion of domeſtic comforts, or 
deaden the activity of his private 
friendſhips, or prohibit the exertion 
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( 104 ) 
of his utmoſt ability in the ſervice 
of the public; the iſi quietum nibil 


_ beatum is no part of the Chriſtian's 


Creed: his virtue is an active virtue; 
and we juſtly refer to the ſchool cf 
Epicurus the doctrines concerning 
abſtinence from marriage, from the 
cultivation of friendſhip, from the 
management of public affairs, as 
ſuited to that ſelfiſh indolence, which 
was the favourite tenet of his philo- 
ſophy. 5 
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IL ET TER FIFTH, 


„H E union and the diſcipline 


4 of the Chriſtian church,“ or, 
as you are pleaſed to ſtyle it, of the 


Chriſtian republic, is the laſt of the 


five ſecondary cauſes, to which you 


have referred the rapid and exten- 


ſive ſpread of Chriſtianity. It muſt 
be acknowledged, that union effen- 
tially contributes to the ſtrength of 
every aſſociation, civil, military, and 


religious; but unfortunately for your 
argument, and much to the reproach 
TT F 5 of 
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„5 
of Chriſtians, nothing has been more 
wanting amongſt them, from the 
apoſtolic age to our own, than union. 
1 am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and Jof 
Cephas, and J of Chriſt, are expreſſions 
of diſunion which we meet with in 
the earlieſt period of church hiſtory : 
and we cannot look into the writings 
of any, either friend or foe to Chriſ- 
tlanity, but we find the one of them 
lamenting, and the other exulting in 
an immenſe catalogue of ſectaries; 
and both of them thereby furniſhing 
us with great reaſon to believe, that 
the divifions with reſpect to doctrine, 
worſhip, and diſcipline, which have 
ever ſubſiſted in the church, muſt 
have greatly tended to hurt the cre- 
dit of Chriſtianity, and to alienate the 
minds of the Gentiles from the re- 
= ception 
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ception of ſuch a various and diſcor- 
dant faith. N 


I readily grant, that there was a 


certain community of doctrine, an in- 


tercourſe of hoſpitality, and a con- 
federacy of diſcipline eſtabliſhed 
amongſt the individuals of every 
church; ſo that none could be ad- 
mitted into any aſſembly of Chriſ- 


tians, without undergoing a previous 


examination into his manner of life * 
(which ſhews, by the bye, that every 
reprobate could not, as the fit ſeized 


him, or his intereſt induced him, be- 


come a Chriſtian), and without pro- 


*Nonnulli præpoſiti ſunt, qui in vitam et 
mores eorum, qui admittuntur, inquirant, ut 
non conceſſa facientes candidatos religionis ar- 


ceant a ſuis conventibus. Orig. con, Celſ. 


Lib. 2. 
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1 
teſting in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
that he would neither be guilty of 
murder, nor adultery, nor theft, nor 


perfidy; and it may be granted alſo, 


that thoſe who broke this compact, 


were ejected by common conſent 


from the confraternity into which 
they had been admitted: it may be 
further granted, that this confede- 
racy extended itſelf to ind ependent 
churches; and that thoſe who had, 


for their immoralities, been exclud- 


ed from Chriſtian community in any 


one church, were rarely, if ever, 


admitted to it by another; juſt as a. 
member, who has been expelled any 
one College in an Univerſity, is ge- 
nerally thought unworthy of being 
admitted by any other: but it is not 
admitted, that this ſeverity and this 
union of diſcipline could ever have 

induced 


( 109 ) 


induced the Pagans to forſake the 
gods of their country, and to expoſe 


themſelves to the contemptuous ha- 
tred of their neighbours, and to 
all the ſeverities of perſecution ex- 
erciſed, with unrelenting; barbarity, 


againſt the Chriſtians. 


The account you give of the ori- 


gin and progreſs of epiſcopal juriſ- 
diction, of the pre-eminence of. the 


Metropolitan churches, and of the 


ambition of the Roman Pontiff, 1 


believe.to be. in general accurate and 


true; and I am not in the leaſt ſur- 
priſed at the bitterneſs which now 
and then eſcapes you in treating this 
ſubjoct: for, to ſee the moſt benign 
religion that imagination can form, 


- becoming an inſtrument of oppreſ- 


fon ; and the moſt humble one ad- 
1 | miniſter- 


( 116 ) 
miniſtering to the pride, the avarice, 
and the ambition of thoſe who wiſhed 
to be conſidered as its guardians, 
and who avowed themſelves its pro- 
feſſors, would extort a cenſure from 
men more attached probably to 
church authority than yourſelf : not 
that I think it either a very candid, 
or a very uſeful undertaking, to be 
ſolely and induſtriouſly engaged in 
portraying the characters of the pro- 
teflors of Chriſtianity in the worſt co- 
lours ; it is not candid, becauſe “ the 
great law of impartiality, which ob- 
liges an hiſtorian to reveal the im- 
perfections of the uninſpired teach- 
ers and believers of the goſpel,” 
obliges him alſo not to conceal, or 
to paſs over with niggard and reluc- 
tant mention, the illuſtrious virtues 
of thofe, who gave up fortune and 
| Kane, - 


E 


fame, all their comforts, and all their 


hopes in this life, nay, life itſelf, ra- 


ther than violate any one of the pre- 
cepts of that goſpel, which, from the 


teſtimony of inſpired teachers, they 


conceived they had good reaſon to 


believe; it is not uſeful, becauſe © to 


a careleſs obſerver” (that is to the 
generality of mankind) heir faults 
may ſeem to calt a ſhade on the faith 
which they profeſſed;ꝰ and may really 
infect the minds of the young and 
unlearned eſpecially, with prejudices 
againſt a religion, upon their rational 
reception or rejection of which, a 
matter of the utmoſt importance may 
(believe me, Sir, it may, for aught 
you or any perfon elſe can prove to 

the contrary) entirely depend. It is 
an eaſy matter to amuſe ourſelves 
and others with the immoralities of 
_ prieſts 
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Prieſts and the ambition of prelates, 


with the abſurd virulence of ſynods 


and councils, with the ridiculous doc- 
trines which viſionary enthuſiaſts or 
intereſted churehmen have ſanctified 
with the name of Chriſtian :. but a 
diſplay of ingenuity or erudition- up- 


on ſuch ſubjects is much miſplaced ; 


fince it excites almoſt in every per- 


fon, an unavoidable ſuſpicion. of the 


purity of the ſource itſelf, from which 
fuch polluted ſtreams have been de- 
rived. Do not miſtake my mean- 


ing; I am far from wiſhing, that the 


clergy ſhould be looked up to with 
a blind reverence, or their imperfec- 


tions ſcreened by the ſanity of their 


function, from the animadverſion of 
the world ; quite the contrary : their 
conduct, I am of opinion, ought to 
be more nicely ſcrutinized, and their 

devia- 


„ (s 
deviation from the rectitude of the 
goſpel more ſeverely cenſured, than 
that of other men; but great care 
ſhould be taken, not to repreſent 
their vices, or their indiſcretions, as 
originating 1n the principles of their 
religion. Do not miſtake me: I 
am not. here begging quarter for 
Chriſtianity z or contending, that 
even the principles of our religion 
ſhould be received with implicit. 
faith; or that every objection to 
Chriſtianity ſhould be ſtifled, by a 
repreſentation of the miſchief it 
might do, if publicly promulged : 
on the contrary, we invite, nay, we 
challenge you to a direct and liberal 
attack ; though oblique glances, and 
diſingenuous inſinuations, we are 
willing to avoid; well knowing, that 
the character of our religion, like that 
1 


& 


gift, or rather, as Mr. Locke thinks, 


1 


of an honeſt man, is defended with 
greater difficulty againſt the ſuggeſt- 


ions of ridicule, and the ſecret ma- 
lignity of pretended friends, than 
againſt poſitive accuſations, and the 
avowed malice of open enemies. 


In your account of the primitive 
church, you ſet forth, that * the 
want of difcipline and human learn- 


ing was ſupplied by the occaſional aſ- 
ſiſtance of the prophets ; who were 
called to that function without diſ- 


tinction of age, of ſex, or of natural 
abilities. — That the gift of prophe- 
cy was one of the ſpiritual gifts by 
which ſome of the firſt Chriſtians 
were enabled to co- operate with the 
Apoſtles, in the general deſign of 
preaching the Goſpel ; and that this 


the 


( 480 


tion of which, many of them were 
prompted to ſpeak in their aſſem- 


blies at the ſame time), was the oc- 


caſion of ſome diſorder in the church 
of Corinth, which required the inter- 
poſition of the Apoſtle to compoſe, is 
confeſſed on all hands. But if you 


mean, that the prophets were ever 


the ſole paſtors of the faithful; or 


chat no proviſion was made by the 
Apoſtles for the good government 


and edification of the church, except 
what might be accidentally derived 
from the occaſional aſſiſtance of the 


prophets, you are much miſtaxen; 


and have undoubtedly forgot what 
is ſaid of Paul and Barnabas having 
ordained elders in Lyſtra, Iconium, 
and Antioch; and of Paul's com- 
miſſion to Titus, whom he had left 

vel 
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( 
in Crete, to ordain elders in every 
city; and of his inſtructions both 
to him and Timothy, concerning the 
qualifications of thoſe whom they 
were to appoint biſhops; one of 
which was, that a biſhop ſhould be 
able, by ſound doctrine, to exhort 
and to convince the gain-ſayer : nor 
is it ſaid, that this ſound doctrine was 
to be communicated to the biſhop by 


prophecy, or that all perſons, with- 


out diſtinction, might be called to 
that office; but a biſhop was zo be 
able to teach, not what he bad learned 
by prophecy, but what Paul had 


publicly preached; the things tbat 


thou baſt heard of me among many wit- 


weſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 


men, who ſhall be able to. teach others 
alſo. And in every place almoſt, 
where prophets are mentioned, they 

. | alc 
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e 
are joined with apoſtles and teachers, 
and other miniſters of the goſpel; ſo 
that there is no reaſon for your re- 
preſenting them as a diſtinct order 
of men, who were by their occaſional 
aſſiſtance to ſupply the want of diſ- 
cipline and human learning in the 
church. It would be taking too large 
a field, to inquire, whether the pro- 
phets you ſpeak of were endowed 
with ordinary or extraordinary gifts; 
whether they always ſpoke by the 
immediate impulſe of the Spirit, or 
according to the analogy of faith; 
whether their gift conſiſted in the 
foretelling of future events, or in the 
interpreting of ſcripture to the edi- 
fication and exhortation and comfort 
of the church, or in both; I will 
content myſelf with obſerving, that 
be will Judge very improperly con- 
cerning 


Can } 

cerning the prophets of the apoſto- 
lic church, who takes his idea of 
their office or importance from your 
deſcription of them, 


In ſpeaking of the community of 
goods, which,you ſay, was adopted 
for a ſhort time in the primitive 
Church, you hold as inconcluſive the 
arguments of Moſheim; who has 
endeavoured to prove, that it was a 
community quite different from that 


recommended by Pythagoras or Pla- 


to; conſiſting principally in a com- 
mon uſe, derived from an unbound- 


ed liberality, which induced the opu- 


lent to ſhare their riches with their 
indigent brethren : there have been 
others, as well as Moſheim, who 


have entertained this opinion; and 


it is not quite ſo indefenſible as you 
repreſent 


( 10 
repreſent i it: but whether it be rea- 
ſonable or abſurd, need not now be 
examined; it is far more neceſſary 
to take notice of an expreſſion which 
you have uſed, and which may be 


apt to miſlead unwary readers into a 


very injurious ſuſpicion, concerning 


the integrity of the Apoſtles. In pro- 


ceſs of time, you obſerve, © the con- 


verts who embraced the: new reli- 
gion, were permitted to retain the 
poſſeſſion of their patrimony.”— 
This expreſſion, permitted to retain, 
in ordinary acceptation, implies an 


| antecedent obligation to part with: 


now, Sir, I have not the ſhadow of a 
doubt in affirming, that we have no 
account in ſcripture of any ſuch ob- 
ligation being impoſed upon the 
converts to Chriſtianity, either by 
Chriſt himſelf, or by his Apoſtles, or 

| be 
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by any other authority ; nay, in the 
very place where this community of 
goods is treated of, there is an ex. 
preſs proof (I know not how your 
impartiality has happened to over- 
look it) to” the contrary, When 
Peter was about to inflict an exem- 
plary puniſhment upon Ananias (not 
for keeping back a part of the price, 
as ſome men are fond of repreſent- 
Ing it, but) for his lying and hypo- 
criſy, in offering a part of the price 
of his land, as the whole of it; he 
ſaid to him, Mbilſtit remained (unſold), 
Has il not thine oem? and after it was 
ſold, was it not in thine own power * 
From this account it is evident, that 
Ananias was under no obligation to 
part with his patrimony; and, after 
he had parted with it, the price was 
in his own power: the Apoſtle would 


have permitted him to retain the whole, 
. of 


le, 


\ 


S i 


of it, if he had thought fit; though 


he would net permit his n 
tion to $9 unpunithed, | * Tre, 
F123 TO 264 
' You” have remarked, "ha ce che 
feaſts of love, che agapæ, as they 
were called, conſtituted a very pleaſ- 
ing and effehtial part of public wor- 
chip. Let any one 'ſhould from 


| hence be led to ſuſpect; that theſe. 


feaſts of love, this pleafing part of 
the public worſhip of the primitive 
church, reſembled the unhallowed 
meetings of ſome impure ſectaries 
of our own times, 1 will take the li- 
berty to add to your account, a ſhort 
explication of the nature of theſe 


agapæ. Tertullian, in dhe 39th 
| chapter of his Apology, | has done it 


to my bands. The nature of our 


lupper,“ ſays he, * is indicated by its 


G . name; 
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pame; 3, it is called by a word which, 
in the Greek language, Ggnifies love, 
We are not anxious about the ex- 
pence of the entertainment; ſince 

we look upon that as gain, which is 
expended with a pious purpoſe, in 
the relief and refreſhment of all our 
indigent.— The occafion of gur en- 
tertainment being ſo honourable, 
you may judge of the manner of its 
being conducted ; it conſiſts in the 
diſcharge of religious duties ; it ad- 
mits nothing vile, nothing immodeſt. 
Before we ſit down, prayer is made 
to God. The hungry eat as much 
as they deſire, and every one drinks 
as much as can be uſeful to ſober 
men, We ſo feaſt, as men who 
have their minds impreſſed with the 
idea of ſpending the night in the 
worſhip of God; we ſo converſe, as 
men 


© ay F 
men who are conſcious that the Lord 
heareththem, &c.” Perhaps you may 
object to this teſtimony, in fayour of 


the innocence of Chriſtian meetings, 


as liable to partiality, becauſe it is the 


teſtimony of a Chriſtian ; and you 


may, perhaps, be able to pick out, 
from the writings of this Chriſtian, 
ſomething that looks like a contra - 
diction of this account: however, I 
will reſt the matter upon this teſti- 
mony for the preſent; forbearing to 


quote any other Chriſtian writer up- 
on the ſubject, as I ſhall in a future 


letter produce you a teſtimony ſu- 


perior to every objection. You 


ſpeak too of the agapæ as an eſſen- 
tial part of the publio worſhip: chis 


is not according to your uſual accu- 
racy ; for, had they been eſſential, 


the _ of an heathen magiſtrate 
G 2 would 
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| ( 124 ) 
would not have been able to put a 
ſtop to them : yet Pliny, in his let- 
ter to Trajan,  expreſsly ſays, that 
the Chriſtians left them off, upon his 
publiſhing an edict prohibiting aſ- 
ſemblies; and we know that, in the 
council of Carthage, in the fourth 
century, on account of the abuſes 
which attended them, they began to 
be interdicted, and ceaſed almoſt 
univerſally in che fifth. 


53 have but two obſervations to 
make upon what you have advanced 
concerning the ſeverity of eccleſiaſ-— 
rical penance; the firſt is, that even 
you yourſelf do not deduce its inſti- 
tution from the ſcripture, but from 
the power which every voluntary ſo- 
ciety has oyer its on members; and 
: therefore, however extravagant, or 
however 


( 125 } 


to the attributes of a commiſerating 
God, or the feelings of a fallible 
man, it may be thought; or upon 


whatever trivial occaſion, fuch as 
that you mention of calumniating 


a Biſhop, a Preſbyter, or even a 


Deacon, it may have been inflited ; 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles are not an- 
ſwerable for it. The other is, that it 
was, of all poſſible expedients, the 
| Feaſt fitted to accompliſh the end 
for which you think it was intro- 


duced, the propagation of Chriſtiani- | 


ty. The ſight of a penitent humbled 
by a public confeſſion, emaciated by 
faſting, clothed in ſackcloth, proſ- 
trated at the door of the aſſembly, 
and imploring for years together the 


pardon of his offences, and a re- ad- 
miſſſon into the boſom of the church, 


63 | Was 


however abſurd ; however oppoſite 
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was a much more likely means of 
deterring the Pagans from. Chriſtian 
community, than the pious libera- 
lity you mention, was of alluring 
them into it. This pious liberality, 
Sir, would exhauſt even your ele- 
gant powers of deſcription, before 
you could exhihit it in the amiable 
manner it deſerves; it is derived 
from the new commandment of loving 
one another; and it has ever been 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of 
Chriſtians, as oppoſed to every other 
denomination of men, Jews, Maho- 
metans, or Pagans. In the times of 
the Apoſtles, and in the firſt ages of 
the church, it ſhewed itſelf in volun- 
tary contributions for the relief of 
the poor and the perſecuted, the in- 
firm and the unfortunate : as ſoon as 
the church was permitted to have 

perma- 
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permanent poſſeſſions in land, and 
acquired the protection of the ci- 
vil power, it exerted itſelf in the 
erection of hoſpitals of every kind; 
inſtitutions theſe, of charity and 


humanity, which were forgotten 


in the laws of Solon and Lycur- 
gus; and for even one example 
of which, you will, I believe, in 
vain explore the boaſted annals of 
Pagan Rome. Indeed, Sir, you will 
think too injuriouſly of this libera- 


lity, if you look upon its origin as 


ſuperſtitious; or upon its application 
as an artifice of the prieſthood, to ſe- 
duee the indigent into the boſom of 
the church: it was the pure and un- 


corrupted fruit of genuine Chriſ- by 


ape, 


Jou are much ſurpriſed, and not a 
| G 4 little 
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little concerned, that Tacitus and tlie 
younger Pliny have ſpoken fo ſtight- 


ly of the Chriſtian ſyſtem ; and that 


Seneca and the elder Phny haye not 
vouchſafed to mention it at alt. This 
difficulty ſeems to have ſtruck others, 


as well as, yourſelf ; and I might re. 


fer you to the concluſion of the ſe- 
cond volume of Dr. Lardner's Col- 
llection of Ancient Jewiſh and, Hea- 
then Teſtimonies to the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, for full ſatiſ- 
faction in this point; but perhaps an 
obſervation or two may be ſufficient 
to diminiſh your ſurpriſe. 


Obſcure ſectaries of upright mo- 
rals, when they ſeparate themſelves 
from the religion of their country, do 
not ſpeedily acquire the attention of 
men of letters. The hiſtorians are 

appre- 


„ 
apprehenſive of depreciating the dig- 
nity of their learned labour, and 
contaminating their ſplendid narra- 
tion of illuſtrious events, by mixing 
with it a diſguſting detail of religious 
combinations ; and the philoſophers 
are uſually too deeply engaged in 
abſtra& ſcience, or in exploring the 
infinite intricacy of natural appear- 
ances, to buſy themſelves with what 
they, perhaps haſtily, eſteem popular 
ſuperſtitions. Hiſtorians and phi- 
loſophers, of no mean reputation, 
might be mentioned, I believe, who 
were the contemporaries of Luther 
and the firſt reformers; and who. 
have paſſed over in negligent or con- 
temptuous ſilence, their daring and 
unpopular attempts to ſhake the ſta- 
bility of St. Peter's Chair. Oppo- 
ſition to the religion of a people muſt 

4 become 
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become general, before it can de. 


ſerve the notice of the civil magiſ. 


trate; and till it does that, it will 
moſtly be thought below the animad- 
verſion of diſtinguiſhed writers. This 
remark is peculiarly applicable to 
the caſe in point. The firſt Chriſ- 
tians, as Chriſt had foretold, were 
bated of all men for bis name's ſake: 
it was the name itſelf, not any vices 


adhering to the name, which Pliny 


puniſhed; and they were every 
where held in exceeding contempt, 
till their numbers excited the appre- 
henfion of the ruling powers. The 
philoſophers conſidered them as en- 
thuſiaſts, and neglected them; the 
prieſts oppoſed them as innovators, 
and calumniated them; the great 
overlooked them, the learned de- 
ſpiſed them; and the eurious alone, 

Es a who 
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who examined into the foundation 


of their faith, believed them. But 


the negligence of ſome half dozen 
of writers (moſt of them however 
bear incidental - teſtimony to the 
truth of ſeveral facts reſpecting Chriſ- 


tianity), in not relating circumſtan- 


tially the origin, the progreſs, and 
the pretenſions of a new ſect, is a 


very inſufficient reaſon for queſtion- 


ing, either the evidence of the prin- 
ciples upon which it was built, or 
the ſupernatural power * which 1 it 


was N 


= 


' The Roman — 


vere not only culpably incurious 


concerning the Chriſtians, but un- 
pardonably ignorant of what con- 


cerned either them or the Jews 2 : 1. 1 
lay, unpardonably i ignorant ; becauſe 


G6 | the 
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the means of information were wich- 
in their reach: the writings of Moſes 
were every where to be had in Greek; 
and the works of Joſephus were pub- 
liſhed before Tacitus wrote his hiſtory; 
and yet even Tacitus has fallen into 
great abſurdity, and ſelf-· contradic- 
tion, in his account of the Jews; and 
though Tertullian's zeal carried him 
much too far, when he called him 
Mendaciorum - loquacifſimus, . yet one 
cannot help regretting the little pains 
he took to acquire proper informa- 
tion upon that ſubject. He derives 
the name of the Jews, by a forced 
interpolation, from mount Ida in 
Clete *; and he repreſents them as 


Inclytum in Creta Idam montem, accolas 
Idæos auc̃to in barbarum cognomento Judzos 
8 abhor- 


nnn) | 
abhorring all kinds of images in 
public worſhip, and yet accuſes them 
of having placed the image of an Aſs 
in the holy of holies: and preſently 
after he tells us, that Pompey, when 
he profaned the Temple, found the 
ſanctuary entirely empty. Similar 
inaccuracies might be noticed in Plu- 
tarch, and other writers who have 
ſpoken of the Jews; and you yourſelf 


have referred to an obſcure paſſage in 


Suetonius, as offering a proof how 


ſtrangely the Jews and Chriſtians of 


Rome were confounded with each 


other. Why then ſhould we think it 
remarkable, that a few, celebrated 


writers, who looked upon the Chriſ- 


tians as an obſcure ſect of the Jews, 
and upon the Jews as a barbarous 
and deteſted people, whoſe hiſtory 


was not worth the peruſal, and who 


. were 
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were moreover engaged in the rela- 
tion of the great events which either 
occaſioned or accompanied the ruin 
of their eternal empire; why ſhould 
we be ſurpriſed, that men occupied 
in ſuch intereſting ſubjects, and in- 
fluenced by ſuch inveterate preju- 
dices, ſhould have left us but ſhort 
and imperfe& N of the 
eee nn a5 1 


ce But how ſhall we excuſe, you 
ſay, the ſupine inattention of the Pa- 


gan and philoſophic world, to thoſe 


evidences, which were preſented by 
the hand of omnipotence, not to 
their reaſon, but to their fenſes?ꝰ | 
The laws of nature were perpe- 
tually ſuſpended, for the benefit of 
the church : but the ſages of Greece 


and Rome turned aſide from the aw- 
* 1 


„ 
ful ſpectacle. „To their ſhame bs. 
it ſpoken, that they did ſo- “ and 
purſuing the ordinary occupations of 
life and ſtudy, appeared unconſcious 
of any alterations in the moral or 
phyſical government of the world. " 
To this objection I anſwer, in the 
firſt place, that we have no reaſon to 
believe, that miracles were perform- 
ed as often as philoſophers deigned 
to give their attention to them ; or 
that, at the period of time you allude 
to, the laws of nature were perpetually 
ſuſpended, for the benefit of the 
church. It may be, that not one of 
the few heathen writers, whoſe books 
have eſcaped the ravages of time, 
was ever preſent, when a miracle 
was wrought ; but will it follow, be- 
cauſe Pliny, or Plutarch, or Galen, 
or Seneca, or Suetonius, or Tacitus, 


; ( 136 ) 
had never ſeen a miracle, that ns 
miracles were ever performed? They 
indeed were learned and obſervant 
men; and it may be a matter of 
ſurpriſe to us, that miracles ſo cele- 
brated, as the friends of Chriſtianity 
ſuppoſe the Chriſtian ones to have 
been, ſhould never have been men- 
tioned by them though they had not 
ſeen them; and had an Adrian or a 
Veſpaſian been the authors of but a 
thouſandth part of the miracles 
you have aſcribed to the primitive 
church, more than one probably of 
theſe very hiſtorians, philoſophers as 
they were, would have adorned his 
hiſtory with the narration of them : 
for though they turned aſide from 
the awful ſpectacle of the miracles 
of a poor deſpiſed Apoſtle—yet they 
beheld with exulting complacency, 
and 


( 137 ) 

and have related with unſuſpecting 
credulity, the oſtentatious tricks of a 
Roman Emperor. It was not for 
want of faith in miraculous events, 
hat theſe ſages neglected the Chriſ- 
tian miracles, but for want of can⸗ 
dour and ee examination. | 

* e in hs Gel 3 has 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles we have 
an account of a great multitude of 
Pagans. of every condition of life, 
who were ſo far from being inatten- 
tive to the evidences, which were 
preſented. by the hand of omnipo+ 
| tence to their ſenſes, that they con- 
templated them with reverence and 
wonder ; and forſaking the religion 
of their anceſtors, and all the flatter- 
ing hopes of worldly profit, reputa- 
fon, and tranquility, adhered with 
aſtoniſh- 


LL) 
aſtoniſhing reſolution to the profeſ: 
fion of Chriſtianity, F rom the con- 
cluſion' of the Acts, till the time in 
which ſome of the ſages you mention 
flouriſhed, is a very obſcure part of 
church hiſtory; yet we are certain 
that many of the . , and we have 
fome reaſon to believe, that not a 
few of the philoſophic world, during 
that period, did not turn afide from 
the awful ſpe&acleof miracles, but ſaw 
and believed : and that a few others 
ſhould be found, who probably had 
never ſeen, and therefore would not 
believe, is ſurely no very extraordi- 
nary circumſtance. Why ſhould we 
not- anſwer to objections, ſuch as 
theſe, with the boldneſs of St. Je- 
rome; and bid Celſus, and Porphyry, 
and Julian, and their followers, learn 
the illuſtrious characters of the men 

f The who 
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who founded, built up, and adorned 
the Chriſtian church * ? why ſhould 
we not tell them, with Arnobius, of 


the orators, the grammarians, the 


;heroricians, the lawyers, the phyſi- 
cians, the philoſophers, „who ap- 
peared conſcious of the alterations in 
the moral and phyſical government 
of the world ;”” and, from that con- 
ſciouſneſs, forſook the ordinary oc- 
cupations of life and ſtudy, and at- 


* Diſcant Celſus, Porphyrius, Julianus, ra- 
didi adverſus Chriſtum canes, diſcant eorum 
lectatores, qui putant Eccleſiam nullos Philo- 
ſophos et eloquentes, nullos habuiſſe Doctores; 
quanti et quales viri eam fundaverint, extruxe- 
int, ornaverintque; et deſinant fidem noſtram 
rſtice tantum ſimplicitatis arguere, ſuamque 
potius imperitiam agnoſcant.— ero. Pra. Bib. 
d; Illuſ. Eccl. Scrip. 3 


tached 


1 
tached themſelves to the Chriſtian 
Gufc] pline &? 


I anfwer, in the laſt place, that the 
miracles of Chriſtians were falſely 
attributed 'to magic ; and were for 
that reaſon thought unworthy the no. 
= of the writers you have referred 

Suetonius, in his life of Nero, 
ot the Chriſtians, men of a nen 
and magical ſuperſtition : I am ſer» 

ſible that you laugh at thoſe © ſaga 
cious commentators,” who tranſlate 
the original word by magical; and 
adopting the idea of Moſheim, you 
think it ought to be rendered mil- 


** Arnob. con. Gen. !. 11. 


1 Genus hominum ſuperſlitionis nor & 
e. in Nero. c. 16. 
N chie vous 


e & 


O 


DIES 
chievous or pernicious : unqueſtion - 
ably it frequently has that meaning; 
vith due deference, however, to Mo- 
meim and yourſelf, I cannot help 
being of opinion, that in this place, 
18 deſcriptive of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, it is rightly traſlated magical. 
The Theodoſian Code muſt be wy 
excuſe, for diflenting from ſuch re- 
ſpectable authority; and in it, I con- 
ecture, you will find hook reaſon for 
being of my opinion *. Nor ought 
any friend to Chriſtianity to be aſto- 
nſhed or alarmed at Suetonius ap- 
plying the word Magical to the 
Chriſtian religion ; for the miracles 


* Chaldzi, ac Magi, et cxteri quos vulgus 
naleficos ob facinorum magnitudinem appellat. 
——91 quis magus vel magicis contaminibus 
adſuetus, qui maleficus vulgi conſuetudine nun- 
cupatur. 1x Cod. Theodoſ. tit. xvi. 

| wrou ght 
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wrought by Chriſt and his Apoltle 
principally conſiſted in alleviating 
the diſtreſſes, by curing the obſtinate 
diſeaſes of human kind; and the pro- 
per meaning of magic, as underſtood 

by the ancients, is a higher and more 
| holy branch of the art of healing“. 
The elder Pliny loſt his life in an 
eruption of Veſuvius, about forty- 
ſeven years after the death of Chriſt: 
ſome fifteen years before the death 

of Pliny, the Chriſtians were perlc- 
cuted at Rome for a crime, of which 


* Pliny, ſpeaking of the origin of magic, 
ſays, Natam primum e medicina nemo dubitat, 
ae ſpecie ſalutari irrepſiſſe velut altiorem ſan#li- 

remque medicinam.— He afterwards ſays, that it 
was mixed with mathematical arts; and thus 
magici and mathematici are joined by Pliny, 38 
malefici and magici are in the Theodoſian on 
Plin. _ Hiſt. lib. 30. . 1. 
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eyery perſon knew them innocent 1 
but from the deſcription, which Ta- 
citus gives, of the low. eſtimation 


they were held in at that time (for 


which, however, he aſſigns no cauſe ; 


and therefore we may reaſonably con- 


jecture it was the ſame for which the 
Jews were. every where. become ſo 
odious, an oppoſitionto polytheiſm), 


and of the extreme ſufferings they 


underwent, we cannot be much ſur- 
priſed, that their name is not to be 
found in the works of Pliny or of 
Seneca : the ſect itſelf muſt, by Ne- 


ro's perſecution, have been almoſt 


deſtroyed in Rome; and it would 
have been uncourtly, not to ſay un- 


fafe, to have noticed an order of 


men, whoſe innocence an Emperor 
had determined to traduce, in order 
to divert the dangerous, but deſerved 

| ſtream 
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fiream of popular cenſute from him 
lelf. Notwithſtanding this, there i; 
a paſſage in the Natural Hiſtory of 
Pliny, which, how much ſoever it 
may have been overlooked, contains, 
I think, a very ftrong alluſion to the 
Chriſtians ; ; and clearly intimates, he 
had heard bf ' their” miracles.” In 
ſpeaking | concerning the origin of 
magic, he fays—there i is alſo another 
faction of magic, derived from the 
Jews, Moſes and Lotopea, and ſub- 
fiſting at preſent . The word fac- 
tron does not ill denote the opinion 


*. ER et al ia magices fa&io, a Moſe etiamnum 
et Lotopea Judzis pendens. Plin. Nat. Hiſt. 
lib, 30. c. 2. Edit. Hardu,—Dr. Lardner 
and others have made ſlight mention of this 
paſſage, probably from their reading in bad edi- 
tions Jamne for etiamnum, a Moſe et Jamne et 
| J udzis — 


the 


( 145 ) 
the Romans entertained of the re- 
ligious aſſociations of the Chriſ- 
tians “; and a magical faction im- 


plies their pretenſions, at leaſt, to the 


miraculous gifts of healing; and its 
| deſcending from Moſes, is according 
to the cuſtom of the Romans, by 
which they confounded the Chriſ- 


tians with the Jews; and its being 


then ſubſiſting, ſeems to have a+ 


ſtrong reference to the rumours Pliny 


had negligently heard reported of 


the Chriſtians. 


Submitting each of theſe anſwers 


to your cool and candid conſidera- 


tion, I proceed to take notice of 


another difficulty in your fifteenth 


* Tertullian reckons the ſect of the Chriſ- 


tians, inter licitas faFiones, Ap. c. 38. 
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( 16 ) 
chapter, which ſome have thought 
one of the moſt important in yout 
whole book The ſilence of profane 
hiſtorians, concerning the preterna- 
tural darkneſs at the crucifixion of 
Chriſt.— Lou know, Sir, that ſeve- 
ral learned men are of opinion, that 
profane hiſtory is not filent upon 
this ſubject; I will, however, put 
their authority for the preſent quite 
out of the queſtion. I will neither 
trouble you with the teſtimony of 
Phlegon, nor with the appeal cf 
Tertullian to the public regiſters ot 
the Romans ; but meeting you upon 
your own ground, and granting you 
every thing you deſire, I will endea- 
vour, from a fair and candid exami- 
nation of the hiſtory of this event, to 
ſuggeſt a doubt, at leaſt, to your 
mind, whether this was © the greateſt 
phæno- 


( 147 ) 
phenomenon, to which the mortal 
eye has been witneſs, ſince the Crea- 
tion of the globe.” 


This darkneſs is mentioned by 
three of the four Evangeliſts; St. 
Matthew thus expreſſes himſelf.— 
Now from the fixth hour there was 
darkneſs over all the land until the ninth 
hour ; St. Mark ſays And when the 
ſixth hour was come, there was darkneſs 


m over the whole land until the ninth hour; 
f St. Luke And it was about the fixth 
i hour, and there was darkneſs over all 
1 the earth until the ninth hour ; and the 


a ſun was darkened. The three Evan- 
geliſts agree, that there was dark- 
neſs ;—and they agree in the extent 
g of the darkneſs: for it is the ſame 
5 expreſſion in the original, which our 


tranſlators have rendered earth in 
H 2 Luke, 


35 

Luke, and land in the two other ac- 
counts; and they agree in the dura- 
tion of the darkneſs, it laſted three 
hours: Luke adds a particular cir- 
cumſtance, that the ſun was dark- 
end. I do not know whether this 
event be any where elſe mentioned 
in ſcripture, ſo that our inquiry can 

neither be extenſive nor difficult. 


In philoſophical propriety of 
| ſpeech, darkneſs conſiſts in the total 
abſence of light, and admits of no 
degrees ; however, in the more com- 
mon acceptation of the word, there 
are degrees of darkneſs, as well as of 

light; and as the Evangeliſts have 
faid nothing, by which the particu- 
lar degree of darkneſs can be deter- 
mined, we have as much reaſon to 


ſuppoſe it was ſlight, as you have that 
it 


_ ( 149 ) 
it was exceſſive ; but if it was ſlight, 
though it had extended itſelf over 
the ſurface of the whole globe, the 
difficulty of its not being recorded 
by Pliny or Seneca vaniſhes at 
once x. Do you not perceive, Sir, 
upon what a ſlender foundation this 
mighty objection is grounded; when 


we have only to put you upon prov- 


ing, that the darkneſs at the cruci- 


* The author of L' Evangile de la Raiſon 


is miſtaken in ſaying, that the Evangeliſts ſpeak 
of a thick darkneſs ; and that miſtake has led 
him into another, into a diſbehef of the event, 
becauſe it has not been mentioned by the wri- 
ters of the times Ces hiſtoriens (the Evange- 
liſts) ont le front de nous dire, qu'à ſa mort la 
terre a &t6 couverte d'ẽpaiſſes tẽnèbres en plein 
midi et en pleine lune; comme fi tous lesecri- 
vains de ce tems- là nꝰauroient pas remarque un 


ſi étrange miracle !—L*Evan. de la Raiſ. 
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tixion was of ſo unuſual a nature, as 
to have excited the particular atten- 
tion of all mankind, or even of thoſe _ 
who were witneſſes to it? But I do 
not mean to deal ſo logically with 
you; rather give me leave to ſpare 
you the trouble of your proof, by 
proving, or ſhewing the probability 
at leaſt, of the direct contrary, 
There is a circumſtance mentioned 
by St. John, which ſeems to indi- 
cate, that the darkneſs was not ſo ex- 
ceſſive, as is generally ſuppoſed ; for 
it is probable that, during the conti- 
nuance of the darkneſs, Jeſus ſpoke 
both to his mother, and to his be- 
loved diſciple, whom he /aw from 
the croſs ; they were near the croſs ; 
but the ſoldiers which ſurrounded it 
mult have kept them at too great a 
diſtance, for Jeſus to have ſcen them 

dl 


* 


C a 7 
and &n0wn them, had the darkneſs at 
the crucifixion been exceſſive, like 
the preternatural darkneſs which 


God brought upon the land of 


Egypt; for it is expreſsly ſaid that, 


during the continuance of that dar- 


neſs, they ſaw not one another, The 
expreſſion in St. Luke, the ſun was 
darkened, tends rather to confirm 
than to overthrow this reaſoning. 


I am ſenſible this expreſſion is gene- 
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the ſun was eclipſed ;—but the Bible 
is open to us all; and there can be 


no preſumption in endeavouring to 
inveſtigate the meaning of ſcripture 
for ourſelves. Luckily for the pre- 
ſent argumentation, the very phraſe 


of the ſun's being darkened, occurs, 


in ſo many words, in one other place 
(and in only one) of the New Teſta- 
4 . ment; 


a £22 „ RY 2 


— 7 n k * * * 
4 7 * . n 5 INM * N 
_ P - 22 - * 


# 
1 
1. 
: 
* L. 
E; 
by. 
1 
15 
9 
- 1 5 
7 4# 
7 7E. 
. 1 Fi 
1 7 
5 
3.57 
I, 
s 
* ke 
Fs 1 'F 
[i 1 
1 a] 
* 1 
» by 
# n 
1 


2. 2 


— — 7 
g => . BD ** 2 — * anc — 2 
IHE +} 2 — — = 


( 152 ) 


ment ; and from that place you may 


poſſibly ſee reaſon to imagine, that 
the darkneſs might not, perhaps, 
have been fo intenſe as to deſerve 
the particular notice of the Roman 


naturaliſts: And he opened the bot- 


tomleſs pit, and there aroſe a ſmoke out 


of the pit, as the ſmoke of a great fur- 


nace ; and the ſun was darkened *, and 


the air, by reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit. 


If we ſhould fay, that the ſun at 
the crucifixion was obnubilated, and 
darkened by the intervention of 
clouds, as it is here repreſented to 
be by the intervention of a ſmoke 
like the ſmoke of a furnace, I do not 
ſee what you could object to our ac- 
count; but ſuch a phenomenon has 
ſurely no right to be eſteemed the 


* cm x% £0 KOTIONN © M AT, 9. 2. 


greateſt 
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greateſt that mortal eye has ever be- 
held. I may be miſtaken in this in- 
terpretation ; but I have no deſign to 
miſrepreſent the fact, in order to get 


rid of a difficulty; the darkneſs may 
have been as intenſe as many com- 
mentators have ſuppoſed it-: but ne1- 
ther they nor you can prove it was ſo; 
and I am ſurely under no neceſſity, 
upon this occaſion, of granting you, 
out of deference to any commenta- 
tor, what you can neither prove nor 
render probable. | * 


But you ſtill, perhaps, may think, 


that the darkneſs, by its extent, made 
up for this deficiency in point of in- 
tenſeneſs. The original word, ex- 
preſſive of its extent, is ſometimes 
interpreted by the whole earth; more 
frequently, in the New Teſtament, of 
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any little portion of the earth: for 
we read of the land of Judah, of the 
land of Iſrael, of the land of Zabu— 
lon, and of the land of Nephthalim; 
and it may very properly, I con- 
ceive, be tranſlated in the place in 
queſtion by region. But why ſhould 


all the world take notice of a dark- 


neſs which extended itſelf for a few 
miles about Jeruſalem, and laſted 
but three hours? The Italians, eſpe- 
_ cially, had no reaſon to remark the 
event as ſingular ; ſince they were 
accuſtomed at that time, as they are 
at preſent, to ſee the neighbouring re- 
gious ſo darkened for days together 
by the eruptions of Etna and Ve- 
ſuvius, that no man could know his 


neighbour *®, We learn from the 


ſcrip- 
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ſcripture account, that an earthquake 
accompanied this darkneſs; and a 
dark clouded fky, I apprehend, very 
frequently precedes an earthquake 
but its extent is not great, nor is its 
intenſeneſs exceſſive, nor is the phæ- 
nomenon itſelf, ſo unuſual, as not com- 
monly to paſs unnoticed in ages of 
ſcience and hiſtory. I fear I may 
be liable to miſrepreſentation in this 


place; but I beg it may be obſerved, 


that however ſlight in degree, or 
however confined in extent the dark- 
neſs at the crucifixton may have 
been; I am of opinion, that the 
tas, quantæ quondam eruptione Etnzorum ig- 
num finttimas regiones olſcuraviſſe dicuntur, ut 
per biduum nemo hominem homo agnoſceret. 
Cic. de Nat. Deo. I. 2.—And Pliny, in de- 
ſeribing the eruption of Veſuvius which ſuffo- 
cated his uncle, ſays— Dies alibi, illic nox om- 
nibus noRibus nigrior denſiorque. 
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1 
power of God was as ſupernaturally 
exerted in its production and in that 
of the earthquake which accompa- 
nied it, as in the opening of the 
graves, and the reſurrection of the 
ſaints, which followed the reſurrec- 


tion of Chriſt. ( 


In another place, you ſeem not to 
believe © that Pontius Pilate in- 
formed the Emperor of the unjuſt 
ſentence of death, which he had pro- 
nounced againſt an innocent per- 
ſon.” And the ſame reaſon which 
made him filent as to the death, 
ought, one would ſuppoſe, to have 
made him filent as to the miraculous 
events which accompanied it : and 
if Pilate, in his diſpatches to the Em- 
peror, tranſmitted no account of the 
darkneſs (how great ſoever you ſup- 


4 | poſe 


CF 
poſe it to have been) which happen- 
ed in a diſtant province; I cannot 
appreliend, that the report of it 
could have ever gained ſuch credit 
at Rome, as to induce either Pliny 
or Seneca to mention it as an au- 
thentic fact, 


I am, &c. 
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Err SIXTH. 


SIR, 


W MEAN not to detain you long 
1 with my remarks upon your ſix- 
teenth Chapter; for in a ſhort Apo- 
logy for Chriſtianity, it cannot be ex- 
pected that I ſhould apologize at 
length for the indiſcretions of the 
firſt Chriſtians. Nor have I any dil- 
poſition to reap a malicious pleaſure 
from exaggerating, what you have 
had ſo much good-natured pleaſure 
| In 


it 


(159) 
in extenuating, the truculent barba- 
rity of their Roman perſecutors. 


M. de Voltaire has embraced 
every opportunity of contraſting the 
perſecuting temper of the Chriſtians 
with the mild tolerance of the an- 
cient heathens; and I never read a 
page of his upon this ſubject without 
thinking Chriſtianity materially, if 
not intentionally, obliged to him, for 


his endeavour to depreſs the lofty 


ſpirit of religious bigotry. I may 


with juſtice pay the ſame compli- 


ment to you; and I do it with fince- 


rity; heartily wiſhing that, in the 


proſecution of your work, you may 


render every ſpecies of intolerance 
univerſally deteſtable. There is no 


reaſon why you ſhould abate the 


aſperity of your invective; ſince no 


One 
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one can ſuſpect you of a deſign to 
traduce Chriſtianity, under the guiſe 


of a zeal againſt perſecution; or if 
any one ſhould be ſo ſimple, he need 
but open the goſpel to be convinced, 
that ſuch a ſcheme is too palpably 


abſurd to have ever entered the head 


of any ſenſible and impartial man. 
1 with, for the credit of human na- 
ture, that I could find reaſon to agree 


with you in what you have ſaid of the 


ce univerſal toleration of Polytheiſm; 
of the mild indifference of antiquity ; 
of the Roman Princes beholding, 
without concern, a thouſand forms 
of religion ſubſiſting in peace under 
their gentle ſway.” But there are 
ſome paſſages in the Roman Hiſtory, 

which make me heſitate at leaſt in 
this point; and almoſt induce me to 
E believe 


kee 88 en 
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believe that the Romans were ex- 
ceedingly jealous of all foreign reli- 
gions, whether they were accompa- 
nied with immoral manners or not. 


It was the Roman cuſtom, indeed, 
to invite the tutelary gods of the na- 
tions which they intended to ſubdue, 
to abandon their charge; and to 
promiſe them the ſame, or even a 
more auguſt worſhip in the city of 
Rome *; and their triumphs were 
graced as much with the exhibition 
of their captive gods, as with the leſs 


* In oppugnationibus, ante omnia ſolitum 
a Romanis ſacerdotibus evocari deum cujus 
in tutela id oppidum eſſet; promittique illi 
eundem, aut ampliorem apud Romanos cultum. 


Plin, Nat. Hiſt. 1. 38. c. iv. 


humane 


(6262 0 
humane one of their captive kings *, 
But this cuſtom, though it filled the 
city with hundreds of gods of every 
country, denomination and quality, 
cannot be brought as a proof of Ro- 
man toleration ; it may indicate the 
exceſs of their vanity, the extent of 
their ſuperſtition, or the refinement 
of their policy ; but it can never 
ſhew that the religion of individuals, 
when it differed from public wiſdom, 


2 9 oy Fey OR GY A way 12 ; 1 | 
was Citmer ogonivad at as & matter of 


indifference, or tolerated as an ina- 
lienable right of human nature. 


Upon another occaſion, you, Sir, 
* Roma triumphantis quotiens Ducis in- 


clita currum 
Plauſibus excepit, totiens altaria Divùm 


Addidit ſpoliis ſibimet nova numina fecit. 
| Pruden. 
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„ 
have referred to Livy as relating the 
introduction and ſuppreſſion of the 
rites of Bacchus; and in that very 
place we find him confeſſing, that 
the prohibiting all foreign religions, 
and the aboliſhing every mode of 
acrifice which differed from the Ro- 
man mode, was a buſineſs frequently 
entruſted by their anceſtors to the 
care of the proper magiſtrates; and 
de gives this reaſon for the proce- 
dure: That nothing could contri- 
bute more effectually to the ruin of 
religion, than the ſacrificing after an 
external rite, and not after the man- 


ner inſtituted by their fathers “. 
| Not 


* Quoties hoc patrum avorumque ætate ne- 


gotium eſt magi ſtratibus datum, ut ſacra exter- 


na fieri vetarent ? ſacrificulos vateſque foro, 


arco, urbe prohiberent? vaticinos libros conquire- 
| rent 
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Not chirty years before this event, 
the Prætor, in conformity to a de- 
cree of the ſenate, had iſſued an 
edict - that no one ſhould preſume 
to ſacrifice in any public place after 
a new or foreign manner“. And in 
a ſtill more early period, the Adiles 
had been commanded to take care, 
that no gods were worſhipped except 
the Roman gods; and that the Ro- 


rent comburerentque ? omnem diſciplinam ſacri- 
ficandi, præterquam more Romano, abolerent ? 
Judicabant enim prudentiſſimi viri omnis divini | 
humanique juris, nihil zque diſſolvendæ reli- | 
gionis eſſe, quam ubi non patrio, ſed externo | 
ritu ſacrificaretur.— Liv. I. xxxix. c. xvi. 

* Ut quicumque /ibros vaticinos precationęſve, 
aut artem ſacrificandi conſeriptam haberet, eos 
libros omnes litteraſque ad ſe ante Kalendas 
Apriles deferret: neu quis in publico ſacrove lo- 
co, novo aut extergo ritu ſacrificaret. Liv. 
I. xxv. c. 1, lf 


man 


1 
man gods were worſhipped after no 


manner but the eſtabliſhed manner 
of the country *. 
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But to come nearer to the times 
of which you are writing. In Dion 
Caſſius you may meet with a great 
courtier, one of the interior cabinet, 
and a poliſhed ſtateſman, in a ſet 
ſpeech upon the moſt momentous 
ſubject, expreſſing himſelf to the 
Emperor, in a manner agreeable 
enough to the practice of antiquity, 
but utterly inconſiſtent with the moſt 
remote idea of religious toleration. 
The ſpeech alluded to, contains, I 


PIE = 
+ 


* Datum inde negotium ædilibus, ut animad- 
verterent, ne qui, niſi Romani dii, neu quo alio 
more quam patrio, colerentur.— Liv. I. iv. 
e. zo. | 


| confeſs 


13 
confeſs it, nothing more than the ad. 
vice of an individual ; but it ought 
to be remembered, that that indivi- 
dual was Mzcenas, that the advice 
was given to Auguſtus, and that the 
occaſion of giving it was no leſs im- 
portant than the ſettling the form of 
the Roman government. He re- 
commends it to Cæſar, to worſhip 


the gods himſelf according to the 


eſtabliſhed form; and to force, all 
others to do the ſame; and to hate 
and to puniſh all thoſe who ſhould 
attempt to introduce foreign reli- 


gions *: nay, he bids him, in the 


ſame place, have an eye upon the 


* Tavre Tt ro wgAT e, a 00ers TO E Siu 
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philoſophers alſo ; ſo that free think- 


ing, free ſpeaking at leaſt, upon re- 


ligious matters, was not quite ſo ſife 
under the gentle ſway of the Roman 
princes, as, thank God, it is under 
the much more yon government 
of our own. 


In the Edict of Toleration pub- 


iſhed by Galerius after fix years un- 


remitted perſecution of the Chriſ- 
tians, we perceive his motive for 
perſecution to have been the ſame 
with that which had influenced the 
conduct of the more ancient Ro- 
mans, an abhorrence of all innova- 
tions in religion. You have fa- 
voured us with the tranſſation of this 
edict, in which he ſays “ we were 
particularly deſirous of reclaiming 
into the way of reaſon and nature,” 
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6168) 
ad bonas mentes (a good pretence thiz 
for a Polytheiſtic perſecutor) * the 
deluded Chriſtians who had re. 
nounced the religion and ceremo- 
nies inſtituted by their fathers” 
this 15 the preciſe language of Livy, 
deſcribing a perſecution of a foreign 
religion three hundred years before, 
turba erat nec ſacrificantium nec precan- 
tium Deos patrio more, And the very 
expedient of forcing the Chriſtians 
to deliver up their religious books, 
which was practiſed in this perſecu- 
tion, and which Moſheim attributes 
to the advice of Hierocles, and you | 
to that of the philoſophers of thoſe | 
times, ſeems clear to me, from the 
places in Livy before quoted, to | 
have been nothing but an old piece 
of ſtate policy, to which the Ro- 
mans had recourſe as often as they 
| appre- 


„ 
apprehended their eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion to be in any danger. 


In the preamble of the letter of 


toleration, which the emperor Max- 
imin reluctantly wrote to Sabinus 
about a year after the publication of 
Galerius' Edict, there is a plain 
avowal of the reaſons which induced 
Galerius and Diocletian to commence 
their perſecution; they had ſeen the 
temples of the gods forſaken, and 
were determined by the ſeverity of 
puniſhment to reclaim men to their 
worſhip *. n 
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In ſhort, the ſyſtem recommended 
by Mxzcenas, of forcing every per- 
ſon to be of the emperor's religion, 
and ef hating and puniſhing every 
innovator, contained no new doc- 
trine; it was correſpondent to the 
practice of the Roman ſenate, in 
the moſt illuſtrious times of the 
republic ; and ſeems to have been 
generally adopted by the emper- 
ors, in their treatment of Chriſ- 
' tians, whilſt they themſelves were 
Pagans; and in their treatment of 
Pagans, after they themſelves be- 
came Chriſtians; and if any one 
ſhould be willing to derive thoſe laws 
againſt Heretics (which are ſo ab- 
horrent from the mild ſpirit of the 
goſpel, and fo reproachful to the 


Roman code) from the blind adhe- 
rence 


and private judgment.“ 


E 

rence of the Chriſtian emperors to 
the intolerant policy of their Pagan 
predeceſſors, ſomething, I think, 
might be produced in ſupport of bp 
en, 


But I am ſorry to have ſaid fo 


much upon iuch a ſubject.— In en- 
deavouring to palliate the ſeverity of 
the Romans towards the Chriſtians, 
you have remarked, it was in vain, 
that the oppreſſed believer aſſerted 
the inalienable rights of conſcience 
«© Though 
his fituation might excite the pity, 
his arguments could never reach the 
underſtanding, either of the philo- 
ſophic, or of the believing part of 


the Pagan world.“ How is this, Sir? 


are the arguments for liberty of con- 


ſcience ſo exceedingly inconcluſive, 
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that you think them incapable of 
reaching the underſtanding, even of 
philoſophers ? A captious adverſary 
would embrace with avidity the op- 
portunity this paſſage affords him, 
of blotting your character with the 
odious ſtain of being a perſecutor ; a 
ſtain, which no learning can wipe 
out, which no genius or ability can 
render amiable. I am far from en- 
tertaining ſuch an opinion of your 
principles ; but this concluſion ſeems 
fairly deducible from what you have 
ſaid—that the minds of the Pagans 
were ſo pre-occupied with the no- 
tions of forcing, and hating, and 
puniſhing thoſe who differed from 
them in religion, that arguments for 
the inalienable rights of conſcience, 
which would have convinced your- 


felf and every philoſopher in Eu- 
rope, 


(7 

rope, and ſtaggered the reſolution 
of an inquiſitor, were incapable of 
reaching their underſtandings, or 
making any impreſſion on their 
hearts; and you might, perhaps, 


have ſpared yourſelf ſome perplex- 


ity, in the inveſtigation of the mo- 
tives which induced the Roman em- 
perors to perſecute, and the Roman 
people to hate the Chriſtians, if you 


had not overlooked the true one, and 


adopted with too great facility the 
erroneous idea of the extreme tole- 


rance of Pagan Rome. 


The Chriſtians, you obſerve, were 
accuſed of atheiſm :—and it muſt be 
owned that they were the greateſt of 
all atheiſts, in the opinion of the po- 
lytheiſts; for, inſtead of Hefiod's 
thuty thouſand gods, they could not 

I 3 1 


„ 
be brought to acknowledge above 


one; and even that one they re- 


fuſed, at the hazard of their lives, 
to blaſpheme with the appellation of 
Jupiter. But is it not ſomewhat ſin- 


gular, that the pretenſions of the 
Chriſtians to a conſtant intercourſe 


with ſuperior beings, in the working 
of miracles, ſhould have been a prin- 
cipal cauſe of converting to their 
faith, thoſe who branded them with 
the imputation of atheiſm ? 


They were accuſed, too, of form- 


ing dangerous conſpiracies againſt 


the ſtate :—This accuſation, you 


own, was as unjuſt as the preceding: 


but there ſeems to have been a pe- 
culiar hardſhip in the ſituation of the 
Chriſtians; ſince the very ſame men 
who thought them dangerous to the 

Ce, ſtate, 


| t 4 

ftate, on account of their conſpira- 
cies, condemned them, as you have 
obſerved, for not interfering in its 
concerns; for their criminal difre- 
gard to the buſineſs of war and go- 
vernment ; and for their entertaining 
doctrines, which were ſuppoſed to 
prohibit them from aſſuming the 
character of ſoldiers, of magiſtrates, 
and of princes: men, ſuch as theſe, 
would have made but poor conſpi- 
rators. 


They were accuſed, laſtly, of the 
moſt horrid crimes :—This accuſa- 
tion, it is confeſſed, was mere ca- 
lumny ; yet, as calumny is generally 
more extenſive in its influence than 
truth, perhaps this calumny might 
be more powerful in ſtopping the 
progreſs of Chriſtianity, than the vir- 

I 4 tues 


CI) 
tues of the Chriſtians were in pro- 
moting it : and, in truth, Origen ob- 
{ſerves that the Chriſtians, on account 
of the crimes which were maliciouſly 


laid to their charge, were held in 


{uch abhorrence, that no one would 
ſo much as ſpeak to them. It may 
be worth while to remark from him, 
that the Jews, in the very beginning 
of Chriſtianity, were the authors of 
all thoſe calumnies, which Celſus at- 
terwards took ſuch great delight in 
urging againſt the Chriſtians, and 
which you have mentioned with ſuch 
great preciſion *. 

It 


* Videtur mihi feciſſe idem Celſus, quod Ju- 
dz1, qui ſub Chriſtianiſmi initium errorem ſpar- 
fere, quaſi ejus ſectæ homines maQati pueri 
veſcerentur carnibus; et quod, quoties eis li- 


beat operam dare occultis libidinibus, extincto 


lumine 


aw] 

It is no improbable ſuppoſition, 
that the clandeſtine manner in which 
the perſecuting fpirit of the Jews and 
Gentiles obliged the Chriſtians to 
celebrate their Euchariſt, together 
with the expreſſions of eating the 
body, and drinking the blood of 
Chriſt, which were uſed in its inſtitu- 
tion, and the cuſtom of imparting a 
kiſs of charity to each other, and of 


calling each other by the appellations 


of brother and fiſter *, gave occa- 


tumine conſtupret, quam quiſque nactus fuerit. 
Quæ falſa et iniqua opinio dudum valde multos 
a religione noſtra alienos tenuit ; perſuaſos, 


quod tales ſint Chriſtiani; et ad hoc temporis 


nonnullos fallit, qui ea de cauſa Chriſtianos 
averſantur, ut nee ſimplex colloquium cum eis 


habere velint.— Orig. con. Cell. lib. vt. | 
* The Romans uſed theſe expreſſions in fo 
impure a ſenſe, that Martial calls them Nomina 
nequiora.— Lib. II. epig. Iv. 
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fions to their enemies to invent, and 


mduced careleſs obſervers to believe, 


all the odious things which were laid 
againſt the Chriſtians, 


You have diſplayed at length, in 
expreſſive diction, the accuſations 


of the enemies of Chriſtianity ; and 


you have told us of the imprudent 
defence by which the Chriſtians vin- 
dicated the purity of their morals; 
and you have huddled up in a ſhort 
note (which many a reader will ne- 
ver ſee) the teſtimony of Pliny to 
their innocence. Permit me to do 
the Chriſtians a little juſtice, by pro- 
ducing in their cauſe the whole 


truth, | 5 . 


Between ſeventy and eighty years 
after the death of Chriſt, Pliny had 
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occaſion to conſult the emperor Tra- 
jan concerning the manner in which 
he ſhould treat the Chriſtians ; it 
ſeems as if there had been judicial 
proceedings againſt them, though 
Pliny had never happened to attend 
any of them. He knew, indeed, 
that men were to be puniſhed for be- 
ing Chriſtians, or he would not, as 
a ſenſible magiſtrate, have received 
the accuſations of legal, much leſs of 
illegal, anonymous informers againſt 
them ; nor would he, before he 
wrote to the emperor, have put to 
death thoſe whom his threats could 
not hinder from perſevering in their 
confeſſion, that they were Chriſtians. 
His harſh manner of proceeding © in 
an office the moſt repugnant to his 


bumanity,” had made many apoſta- 


tize from their proteſſhon : perſons 
20 of 
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of this complexion were well fitted 
to inform him of every thing they 
knew concerning the Chriſtians; ac- 
cordingly he examined them; but 
not one of them accuſed the Chriſ- 
tians of any other crime than of 
praying to Chriſt, as to ſome God, 
and of binding themſelves by an 
oath, not to be guilty of any wicked- 


neſs. Not contented with this in- 


formation, he put two maid ſervants, 
which were called miniſters, to the 
torture ; but even the rack could 
not extort from the unbecility of the 
ſex a confeſſion of any crime, any 
account different from that which 
the apoſtates had voluntarily given; | 
not a word do we find of their feaſt- 
ing upon murdered infants, or of 


their mixing in inceſtuous commerce. 


After all his pains, Pliny pronounced 
5 the 


„ 
the meal of the Chriſtians to be pro- 
miſcuous and innocent: perſons of both 
ſexes, of all ages, and of every con- 
dition, aſſembled promiſcuouſly to- 
gether : there was nothing for chaſ- 
tity to bluſh at, or for humanity to 
ſhudder at, in theſe meetings; there 
was no ſecret initiation of proſelytes 
by abhorred rites; but they eat a 
promiſcuous meal in Chriſtian cha- 
rity, and with the moſt perfe& inno- 
cence ®, | 
What- 


* —affirmabant autem, hanc fuiſſe fammam | 


vel culpz ſux, vel erroris, quod eſſent ſoliti 


Chriſto, quaſi Deo, dicere ſecum invicem; ſe- 
que ſacramento non in /celus aliquod obſtringere, 


ſed ne furta, ne latrocinia, ne adulteria commit- 
terent, ne fidem fallerent, ne depoſitum appellati 


abnegarent: quibus peractis, morem ſibi diſce- 
dendz 


ftato die ante lucem convenire; carmenque 


6 

Whatever faults then the Chriſ- 
tians may have been guilty of in 
after times ; though you could pro- 
duce to us a thouſand ambitious 
prelates of Carthage, or ſenſual ones 
of Antioch, and blot ten thouſand 
pages with the impurities of the 
Chriſtian clergy ; yet at this period, 
whilſt the memory of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles was freſh in their minds; 
or, in the more emphatic language 
of Jerome, * whilſt the blood of our 
Lord was warm, and recent faith was 
fervent in the behevers;” we have 
the greateſt reaſon to conclude, that 
they were eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
the probity and the purity of their 


dendi fuiſſe, rurſuſque cocundi ad capiendum 

eibum, pramiſcuum tamen, et innoxium,— Plin. 

Epiſ. xcviI. lib. x. 
” lives. 
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lives. Had there been but a ſhadow 
of a crime in their aſſemblies, it muſt 
have been detected by the induſtrious 
ſearch of the intelligent Pliny ; and 
it is a matter of real ſurpriſe, that no 
one of the apoſtates thought of pay- 
ing court to the governor by a falſe 
teſtimony ; eſpecially, as the apoſtacy 
ſeems to have been exceeding gene- 
ral : fince the temples, which had 
been almoſt deſerted, began again 
to be frequented ; and the victims, 
for which a little time before ſcarce a 
purchaſer was to be found, began 
again every where to be bought up. 
This, Sir, is a valuable teſtimony in 
our favour ; it is not that of a de- 
claiming apologiſt, of a deluding 
prieſt, or of a deluded martyr, of an 
orthodox biſhop, or of any “ of the 
moſt pious of men” the Chriſtians ; 
BE. but 
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but it is that of a Roman magiſtrate, 
philoſopher, and lawyer ; who can. 
not be ſuppoſed to have wanted in- 
clination to detect the immoralities 
or the conſpiracies of the Chriſtians; 
ſince, in his treatment of them, he 
had ſtretched the authority of his of- | 
fice, and violated alike the laws of 
his country, and of humanity, 


With this teſtimony J will con- 
_ clude my remarks : for I have no 
diſpoſition to blacken the character 
you have given of Nero; or to leſ- 
ſen the humanity of the Roman ma- 
giſtrates; or to magnify the number 
of Chriſtians, or of martyrs; or to 
undertake the defence of a few fana- 
tics, who by their injudicious zeal 
brought ruin upon themſelves, and 
diſgrace upon their profeſſion. | 

may 


dos 


1 

may not probably have convinced 
you that you are wrong in any thing 
which you have advanced; or that 
the authors you have quoted, will 
not ſupport you in the inferences you 


have drawn from their works; or 


that Chriſtianity ought to be diſtin- 
guiſhed from its corruptions: yet J 
may, perhaps, have had the good 
fortune to leſſen, in the minds of 
others, ſome of that diſlike to the 


Chriſtian religion which the peruſal - 


of your book had unhappily excited, 
I have touched but upon general to- 
pics; for I ſhould have wearied out 


your patience, to ſay nothing of my 
readers', or my own, had I enlarged 


upon every thing in which I diſſent 
from you; and a minute examina» 
tion of your work would, moreover, 


have had the appearance of a cap- 


tioug 
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tions diſpoſition to deſcend into il- 
liberal perſonalities; and might have 
produced a certain acrimony of ſen- 
timent or expreſſion, which may be 


ſerviceable in ſupplying the place of 


argument, or adding a zeſt to a dull 
com poſition; but has nothing to do 
with the inveſtigation of truth. Sorry 
ſhall I be, if what I have written 


ſhould give the leaſt interruption to 


the proſecution of the great work in 
which you are engaged : the world 
is now poſſeſſed of the opinion of us 
both upon the ſubject in queſtion ; 
and it may, perhaps, be proper for 
us both to leave it in this ſtate. I 
ſay not this from any backwardneſs 
to acknowledge my miſtakes, when 
I am convinced that I am in an er- 
ror, but to expreſs the almoſt infu- 


perable reluctance which I feel to 
tho 


C 7 F 
me bandying abuſive argument in 
public controverſy : it is not, in good 
ruth, a difficult taſk to chaſtiſe the 
froward petulance of thoſe who miſ- 
take perſonal invective for reaſoning, 
and clumſy banter for ingenuity 
but it is a dirty buſineſs at beſt, and 
hould never be undertaken by a 
man of any temper, except when the 
intereſts of truth may ſuffer by his 
neglect. Nothing of this nature, I 
am ſenſible, 1s to be expected from 
you ; and if any thing of the kind 
has happened to. eſcape myſelf, I 
hereby difclaim the intention of ſay- 
ing it, and heartily with it unſaid. 


Will you permit me, Sir, through 
this channel (I may not, perhaps, 
have another ſo good an opportu- 


= of doing it) to addreſs a few 
wards, 


165 

words, not to yourſelf, but to a ſet 
of men who diſturb all ſerious com- 
pany with their profane declama- 
tion againſt Chriſtianity; and who 
having picked up in their travels, or 
the writings of the deiſts, a few ſlimſy 
objections, infect with their ignorant 
and irreverent ridicule the ingenuou 
minds of che riſing generation? 


GznTLE* 


« 189 ) 


GENTLEMEN, 


Suppoſe the mighty work accom- 
pliſhed, the croſs trampled upon, 
_ Chriſtianity every where proſcribed, 
and the religion of Nature once more 
become the religion of Europe; 
what advantage will you have de- 
rived to your country, or to yours 
ſelves, from the exchange ? I know 
your anſwer—you will have freed the 
world from the hypocriſy of Prieſts, 
and the tyranny of Superſtition, 
No; you forget that Lycurgus, and 
Numa, and Odin, and Mango-Co- 
pac, and all the great legiſlators-of 
ancient and modern ſtory, have been 
of opinion, that the affairs of civil 
lociety could not well be conducted 

| Tr with- 


5 


without /ome religion; you mult of 


neceſſity introduce a prieſthood, 
with probably as much hypocriſy; 
a religion, with aſſuredly more ſu- 


perſtition, than that which - you now 


reprobate with ſuch indecent and ill- 
grounded contempt. But I will tell 
you from what you will have freed 
the world ; you will have freed it 
from its abhorrence of vice, and 
from every powerful incentive to 
virtue; you will, with the religion, 
have brought back the depraved 
morality of Paganiſm ; you will have 
robbed mankind of their firm affur- 
_ ance of another life; and thereby you 
will have defpoiled them of their 
patience, of their humility, of their 
charity, of their chaſtity, of all thoſc 
mild and filent virtues, which (how- 
ever deſpicable they may appear in 

Pour 
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your eyes) are the only anes which 
meliorate and ſublime our nature; 
which Paganiſm never knew, which 
ſpring from Chriſtianity alone, which 
do or might conſtitute our comfort 
in this life, and without the poſſeſ- 
fion of which, another life, if after all 
there ſhould happen to be one, muſt 
(unleſs a miracle be exerted in the 
alteration of our diſpoſition) be more 
vicious and more miſerable than 
this is. 


Perhaps you will contend, that the 
univerſal light of reaſon, that the 
truth and fitneſs of things, are of 
themſelves ſufficient to exalt the na- 
ture, and regulate the manners of 
mankind. Shall we never have done 


with this groundleſs commendation 


of natural law? Look into the firſt 
chapter 


7 
chapter of Paul's Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, and you will ſee the extent of 
its influence over the Gentiles of 
thoſe days; or if you diſlike Paul's 
authority, and the manners of anti- 
quity, look into the more admired 
accounts of modern voyagers; and 
examine its influence over the Pa- 
gans of our own times, over the ſen- 
ſual inhabitants of Otaheitè, over 
the Cannibals of New Zealand, or 
the remorſeleſs Savages of America. 
—But theſe men are Barbarians, 
Your law of nature, notwithſtanding, 
extends even to them.—But they 
have miſuſed their reaſon: they 
have then the more need of, and \ 
would be the more thankful for that 
revelation, which you, with an ig- WM - 
norant and faſtidious ſelf-ſufficiency, 
deem uſeleſs.— But they might of MW _ 
- them- 
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8 themſelves, if they thought fit, be- 
f come wiſe and virtuous.—l anſwer 
f with Cicero, Ur nibil intereſt, utrum 
s nemo valeat, an nemo valere poſſit ; ſic 
- non intelligo quid interſit, utrum nemo 
d fit ſapiens, an nemo eſſe poſſit. 

d „ 

2 Theſe however, you will think, 
” are extraordinary inſtances ; and that 
= we ought not from theſe to take our 
or Wl meaſure of the excellency of the law 
* of nature, but rather from the civi- 
* lized ſtates of China and Japan, or 
85 from the nations which flouriſhed in 
e) learning and in arts, before Chriſ- 
J tianity was heard of in the world. 
nd You mean to ſay, that by the law of 
* nature, which you are deſirous of 
85 ſubſtituting i in the room of the goſ- 
pel, you do not underſtand thoſe 
0 


rules of conduct, which an indivi- 
als LS dual, 


55 

dual, abſtracted from the commu- 
nity, and deprived of the inſtitution 
of mankind, could excogitate for 
himſelf; but ſuch a ſyſtem of pre- 
cepts, as the moſt enlightened men 
of the moſt enlightened ages have 
recommended to our obſervance. 
Where do you find this ſyſtem? We 
cannot meet with it in the works 
of Stobæus, or the Scythian Ana- 
charſis; nor in thoſe of Plato, or of 
Cicero; nor in thoſe of the Emperor 
Antoninus, or the ſlave Epictetus; 
for we are perſuaded, that the moſt 
animated conſiderations of the co (:- 
moy, and the honeftum, of the beauty 
of virtue, and the fitneſs of things, 
are not able to furniſh, even a Bru- 
tus himſelf, with permanent prin- 
ciples of action; much leſs are they 
able to pup the * receſſes of 

a vi- 
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a vitiated heart, to curb the irregula- 
rity of appetite, or reſtrain the impe- 
tuoſity of paſſion in common men. 
If you order us to examine the works 
of Grotius, or Puffendorf, of Burla- 
maqui, or Hutchinſon, for what you 
underſtand by the law of nature ; we 
apprehend that you are in a great 
error, in taking your notions of na- 
tural law, as diſcoverable by natural 
reaſon, from the elegant ſyſtems of it 
which have been drawn up by Chriſ- 
tian Philoſophers ; ſince they have 
all laid their foundations, either ta- 
citly or expreſsly, upon a principle 
derived from revelation—a thorough 
knowledge of the being and attri- 
butes of God: and even thoſe 
amongſt yourſelves, who, rejecting 
Chriſtianity, ſtill continue Theiſts, 
are indebted to revelation (whether 

Ma pypou 
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you are either aware of, or diſpoſed 
to acknowledge the debt, or not) for 
thoſe ſublime ſpeculations concern- 
ing the Deity, which you have 
fondly attributed to the excellency 
of your own unaſſiſted reaſon. If 
you would know the real genius of 
natural law, and how far it can pro- 
ceed in the inveſtigation or enforce- 
ment of moral duties; you muſt con- 
ſult the manners and the writings of 
thoſe who have never heard of either 
the Jewiſh or the Chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, or of thoſe other manifeſta- 
tions of himſelf, which God vouch- 
ſafed to Adam and to the Patriarchs 
before and after the flood. It would 
be difficult perhaps any where, to 

find a people entirely deſtitute of tra- 
ditionary notices concerning a Deity, 
and of traditionary fears or expec- 

lations 


. 
tations of another life; and the mo- 
rals of mankind may have, perhaps, 
been no where quite ſo abandoned 
as they would have been, had they 
been left wholly to themſelves in 
theſe points: however, it is a truth 
which cannot be denied, how much 
ſoever it may be lamented, that 
though the generality of mankind 
have always had ſome faint concep- 
tions of God and his providence; 
yet they have been always greatly 
inefficacious in the production of 
good .morality, and highly deroga- 
tory to his nature, amongſt all the 
people of the earth, except the Jews 
and Chriſtians ; and ſome may per- 
haps be deſirous of excepting the 
Mahometans, who derive all that 1s 
good in their Koran from Chriſ- 
tianity. 
K 3 The 
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The laws concerning juſtice, and 
the reparation of damages, concern- 
ing the ſecurity of property, and the 
performance of contracts; concern- 
ing, in ſhort, whatever affects the 
well- being of civil ſociety, have been 
every where underſtood with ſuſſi- 

cient preciſion; and if you chooſe to 
ſtyle Juſtinian's code, a code of na- 
tural law, though you will err againſt 
propriety of ſpeech, yet you are ſo 
far in the right, that natural reaſon 
diſcovered, and the depravity of hu- 
man nature compelled human kind 
to eſtabliſh by proper ſanctions the 
laws therein contained; and you will 
have moreover Carneades, no mean 
philoſopher, on your fide; who knew 
of no law-of nature different from 
that which men had inſtituted for 


their common utility, and which 
was 
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was various according to the manners 
of men in different climates, and 
changeable with a change of times 
in the ſame. And in truth, in all 


countries where Paganiſm has been 


the eftabliſhed religion, though a 
philoſopher may now and then have 
ſtepped beyond the paltry preſcript 
of civil juriſprudence in his purſuit 
of virtue ; yet the bulk of mankind 
have ever been contented with that 


ſcanty pittance of morality which 


enabled them to eſcape the laſh of 
civil puniſhment : I call it a ſcanty 
pittance, becauſe a man may be in- 
temperate, iniquitous, impious, 3 
thouſand ways a profligate and a vil- 
lain, and yet elude the cognizance, 


and avoid the puniſhment of civil 


laws, 
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Jam ſenſible, you will be ready 
to ſay, what is all this to the pur- 
poſe? Though the bulk of mankind 
may never be able to inveſtigate the 
laws of natural religion, nor diſpoſed 
to reverence their ſanctions when in- 
veſtigated by others, nor ſolicitous 
about any other ſtandard of moral 
rectitude than civil legiſlation; yet 
the inconveniences which may attend 
the extirpation of Chriſtianity can be 
no proof of its truth: I have not 
produced them as a proof of its truth ; 
but they are a ſtrong and concluſive 
proof, if not of its truth, at leaſt of 
its utility; and the conſideration of 
its utility may be a motive to your- 
ſelves for examining, whether it may 
not chance to be true; and it ought 
to be a reaſon with every good citi- 
zen, and with every man of ſound 


cnt, to keep his opinions to 
himſelf, 


( n 
himſelf, if, from any particular cir- 
cumſtances in his ſtudies or in his 
education, he ſhould have the mif- 
fortune to think that it 1s not true. 
If you can diſcover to the riſing ge- 
neration a better religion than the 


Chriſtian, one that will more effec- 


tually animate their hopes, and ſub- 
due their paſſions, make them bet- 


ter men or better members of ſo- 


ciety, we importune you to publiſh 
it for their advantage ; but till you 
can do that, we beg of you not to 
give the reins to their paſſions, by in- 
ſtilling into their unſuſpicious minds 
your pernicious prejudices. Even 
now, men ſcruple not, by their law- 
leſs Juſt, to ruin the repoſe of private 
families, and to fix a ſtain of infamy 


upon the nobleſt: even now, they 


heſitate not in lifting up a murder- 
. ous 


7 EET oi 
n — — — : ” "a b 4 — — 
— 2 r ps — : a we f 8 hn Wo OT Es 
Pa : 2 2 — — . 1 = * 2 N 1 yr 2 y - b 
1 Nr N — "= = \ * n 5 5 IL 2 2 = — — — — © 5 — 
bu Os 7 I * * — 2 LEN — : ww 7 2 Shy — - — -- 2 IL-5 2 . B Sx 2 — — =": 
— p- 4 wes 2 — — — of 4 4 — = = * — — T = — _”. — 2 
= A 4: "> vt I, * 5 -—=x 2 : 4 * — — — —— — — . = 2 "ED : = - "> = > pu = 1 
— 2 — 1 £ 2 .» — 8222 4 — mY . I a+ b - - 2 R 
— 1 5 . 2 1 


a 


— 


r 


NY , — 2 2 a 5 ä : 3 8 
* —_— 1 - "x: Fe 2 2 * 1 dn * = - 
v " . 8 — 1 A _ * — — * * Pool” T Wi — ＋ £ 2 5 x ? g — — 
— _ . : N —_ r rc - . 5 te ER = 85 8 n bn.) . 2 
— 7 . # 7 * 4 rag kd — 1 N 6 - K —— a — 2 "a 2 2 K 8 . * . 5 4 * 
wy — 0 5 3 5 n * -— + . 2 * — 3 * 7 "7" RN. 2 — — "0 - a y = "JC ELITE * . 2 2 — % I > ak. 5: 2 33 . 
Ne ; . 12 5 n A gd bs —— WE s — — — - 22 Rs . - . 
*? —_ 7 — * * 1 - * 28 8 1 2 . 2 wl * , * 1 25 — — — — 2 — ym ——— — 5 122 — — — — 1 A 
. — — r nn — % 33 — if — Fon _—_ — - 4. 5 2 _— 


Sh 3"; 
— — 


ry 3 : pd 
a 
N OO > 
bh. oo Br, * > 
_—— 3 
— _ D Th,-28 
* — . * 


<p 
— 


— 


{ 202 } 
ous arm againſt the life of their 
friend, or againſt their own, as often 
as the fever of intemperance ſtimu- 
lates their reſentment, or the ſatiety 
of an uſeleſs life excites their deſpon- 
dency : even now, whilſt we are per- 
ſuaded of a reſurrection from the 
dead, and of a judgment to come, we 
find it difficult enough to reſiſt the 
ſolicitations of ſenſe, and to eſcape 
unſpotted from the licentious man- 
ners of the world: but what will be- 
come of our virtue, what of the con- 
ſequent peace and happineſs of ſo- 
ciety, if you perſuade us that there 
are no ſuch things? In two words 
you may ruin yourſelves by your at- 
tempt, and you will certainly run 
your country by your ſucceſs. 


But the conſideration of the inu- 
_tility 
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tility of your deſign, is not the only 


one which ſhould induce you to 
abandon it; the argument à futo 
ought to be warily managed, or it 
may tend to the ſilencing our oppoſi- 
tion to any ſyſtem of ſuperſtition, 


which has had the good fortune to 


be ſanctified by public authority: it 
is, indeed, liable to no objection in 
the preſent caſe; we do not, how- 
ever, wholly rely upon its cogency. 
It is not contended, that Chriſtianity 
is to be received merely becauſe it is 
uſeful, but becauſe it is true. This 


you deny, and think your objections | 


well grounded : we conceive them 
originating in your vanity, your im- 
morality, or your miſapprehenſion. 
There are many worthleſs doctrines, 
many ſuperſtitious obſervances, which 
the fraud or folly of mankind have 
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every where annexed to Chriſtianity 


(eſpecially in the church of Rome), as 


eſſential parts of it: if you take theſe 
ſorry appendages to Chriſtianity for 
Chriſtianity itſelf, as preached by 
Chriſt, and by the apoſtles; if you 
confound the Roman with the Chriſ- 
tian religion, you quite miſapprehend 
its nature, and are in a ſtate fimilar to 
that of men mentioned by Plutarch, 
in his Treatiſe of Superſtition ; who, 
flying from ſuperftition, leapt over 
religion, and ſunk into downright 
Atheiſm *.—Chriſtianity is not a re- 

ligion 


* Le Papiſme (ſays Helvetius in a poſt- 
humous work) n'eſt aux yeux d'un homme 
ſenſẽ qu?” une pure 1dolatrie—nous ſommes Eton- 
nes de Pabſurdite de la religion paienne. Celle 
de la religion Papiſte Etonnera bien d'avantage 
un jour Ja poſterite, -We truſt that day is not 

; A 
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ligion very palatable to a voluptuous 
age; it will not conform its precepts 
to the ſtandard of faſhion ; it will 
not leſſen the deformity of vice by 
lenient appellations ; but calls keep- 
ing, whoredom ; 1ntrigue, adultery ; * 
and duelling, murder; it will not 
pander the luft, it will not licenſe the 
intemperance of mankind ; it is a 
troublefome monitor to a man of 
pleaſure; and your way of life may 
have made you quarrel with your 


at a great diſtance, and deiſm will then be buried 
in the ruins of the church of Rome; for the 
taking the ſuperſtition, the avarice, the ambi- 
tion, the intolerance of Antichriſtianiſm for 
Chriſtianity, has been the great error upon 
which infidelity has built. its ſyſtem, both at 
home and abroad, 
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religion.—As to your vanity, as a 
cauſe of your infidelity, ſuffer me to 
produce the ſentiments of M. Bayle 
upon that head: if the deſcription 
does not ſuit your character, you 
will not be offended at it; and if 
you are offended with its freedom, 
it will do you good. This inclines 
me to believe, that Libertines, like 
Des-Barreaux, are not greatly per- 
ſuaded of the truth of what they ſay. 
They have made no deep examina- 
tion ; they have learned ſome few 
objections, which they are perpe- 
tually making a noiſe with; they 
ſpeak from a principle of oſtentation, 
and give themſelves the lie in the 
time of danger.—Vanity has a great- 
er ſhare in their diſputes than con- 
ſcience ; they imagine that the ſin- 
gularity and boldneſs of the opi— 
8: nions 


„ 


nions which they maintain, will give 


them the reputation of men of parts: 
by degrees, they get a habit of 


holding impious diſcourſes; and if 


their vanity be accompanied by a 
voluptuous life, their progrels 1 in that 
road is the ſwifter *. 


The main ſtreſs of your objec- 
tions reſts not upon the inſufficiency 


of the external evidence to the truth 
of Chriſtianity; for few of you, 
though you may become the future 
ornaments of the ſenate, or of the 


bar, have ever employed an hour in 


its examination; but upon the dif- 
ficulty of the doctrines contained in 
the New Teſtament : they exceed, 
you ſay, your comprehenſion ; and 


* Bayle, Hiſt. Dict. Art. Des-Barreaux. 
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you felicitate yourſelves, that you 
are not yet arrived at the true ſtan- 
dard of orthodox faith credo quia im. 
palſibile. You think it would be 
taking a ſuperfluous trouble, to en- 


quire into the nature of the external 
proofs by which Chriſtianity is eſtab- 


liſhed ; ſince, in your opinton, the 
book itſelf carries with it its own re- 
futation. A gentleman as acute, 
probably, as any of you, and who 
once believed, perhaps, as little as 
any of you, has drawn a quite diffe- 
rent concluſion from the peruſal of 
the New Teſtament : his book (how- 
ever exceptionable it may be thought 
in ſome particular parts) exhibits, not 
only a diſtinguiſhed triumph of rea- 
ſon over prejudice, of Chriſtianity 
over Deiſm ; but it exhibits, what 1s 
infinitely more rare, the character of 

8 a man 


62099 
a man who has had courage and can- 
dour enough to acknowledge it. 
But what if there ſhould be ſome 
incomprehenſible doctrines in the 
Chriſtian religion; ſome circum- 
ſtances, which in their cauſes, or their 
conſequences, ſurpaſs the reach of 
human reaſon; are they to be re- 
jected upon that account? You are, 
or would be thought, men of read- 
ing, and knowledge, and enlarged 
underſtandings; weigh the matter 
fairly; and conſider whether revealed 
religion be not, in this reſpect, juſt 
upon the ſame footing with every 
other object of your contemplation. 
Even in mathematics, the ſcience of 
demonftration itſelf; though you get 


* See A View of the Internal Evidence, &c. 
by Soame Jenyns, . 
over 
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over 1ts firſt principles, and learn to 
digeſt the idea of a point without 
parts, a line without breadth, and a 
ſurface without thickneſs; yet you 
will find yourſelf at a loſs to com- 
prehend the perpetual approxima- 
tion of lines which can never meet; 
the doctrine of incommenſurables, 
and of an infinity of infinites, each 
infinitely greater, or infinitely leſs, 
not only than any finite quanti- 
ty, but than each other. In phy- 
ſics, you cannot comprehend the pri- 
mary cauſe of any thing; not of the 
light, by which you ſee; nor of the 
elaſticity of the air, by which you 

hear; nor of the fire, by which you 
are warmed. In phyſiology, you 
cannot ell what firſt gave motion 
to the heart; nor what continues 
it ; nor why its motion is leſs volun- 


tar) 


Ws. 
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tary than that of the lungs ; nor why 
you are able to move your arm to 
the right or left, by a ſimple voli- 
tion: you cannot explain the cauſe 
of animal heat; nor comprehend the 
principle by which your body was at 
firſt formed, nor by which it is ſuſ- 
tained, nor by which it will be re- 
duced to earth. In natural religion, 
you cannot comprehend the eternity 
or omnipreſence of the Deity ; nor 
eaſily underſtand how his preſcience 
can be conſiſtent with your freedom, 
or his immutability with his governs 
ment of moral agents; nor why he 
did not make all his creatures equally 
perfect; nor why he did not create 
them ſooner : in ſhort, you cannot 


look into any branch of knowledge, 


but you will meet with ſubjects above 
your comprehenſion, The falland the 
redemp- 


1 


redemption of human kind are not 


more incomprehenſible than the crea- 


tion. and the conſervation of the 
univerſe ; the infinite Author of the 
works of providence, and of nature, 
1s equally inſcrutable, equally paſt 
our finding out in them both. And 
it is ſomewhat remarkable, that the 
deepeſt inquirers into nature have 
ever thought with moſt reverence, 
and ſpoken with moſt diffidence, 
concerning thoſe things which, in 
revealed religion, may ſeem hard to 
be underſtood; they have ever avoid- 
ed that ſelf-ſufficiency of knowledge 
which ſprings from ignorance, pro- 
duces indifference, and ends in inh- 
delity. Admirable to this purpoſe, 
is the reflection of the greateſt ma- 
thematician of the preſent age, when 
he is combating an opinion of New- 

ton's 
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ton's by an hypotheſis of his own, 


ſtill leſs defenſible than that which 


he oppoles : — Tous les jours que je 


vois de ces eſprits-forts, qui critique 


les verites de notre religion, et s'en 
mocquent meme avec la plus imper- 
tinente ſuffiſance, je penſe, chetifs 
mortels! combien et combien des 
choſes ſur leſquelles vous raiſonnez 
ſi lẽgèrement, ſont elles plus ſub- 
limes, et plus eleves, que celles ſur 
leſquelles le grand Newton $'egare 
ſi groffierement *! 


Plato mentions a ſet of men who 
were very ignorant, and thought 


themſelves ſupremely wiſe ; and who 


rejected the argument for the being 


of a God, derived from the har- 


* Euler, 
: mony 
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mony and order of the univerſe, as 
old and trite *, There have been 
men, it ſeems, in all ages, who, in 
affecting ſingularity, have overlook- 


ed truth: an argument, however, is 
not the worſe for being old; and 
ſurely it would have been a more juſt 


mode of reaſoning, if you had exa- 
mined the external evidence for the 
truth of Chriſtianity, weighed the old 
arguments from miracles, and from 
prophecies, before you had rejected 
the whole account from the difficul - 
ties you met with in it. You would 
laugh at an Indian, who in peeping 
into a hiſtory of England, and meet- 
ing with the mention of the Thames 
being frozen, or of a ſhower of hail, 
or of ſnow, ſhould throw the book 


* De Leg. lib. x. 
| | aſide, 


fre 


( 215 ) 
aſide, as unworthy of his further no- 
tice, from his want of ability to com- 
prehend theſe phenomena. , 


In confidering the argument from 
miracles, you will ſoon be convinced, 
that it is poſſible for God to work mi- 
racles ; and you will be convinced, 
that it is as poſſible for human teſti- 
mony to eſtabliſh the truth of mira- 
culous, as of phyſical or hiſtorical 
events: but before you can be con- 
vinced that the miracles in queſtion 
are ſupported by ſuch teſtimony as 
deſerves to be credited, you mult 
inquire at what period, and by what 
perſons, the books of the Old and 
New Teſtament were compoſed. If 
you reject che account, without mak- 
ing this examination, you reject it 
from Nauen, not from reaſon. 
„ 


1 

There is, however, a ſhort method 
of examining this argument, which 
may, perhaps, make as great an im- 
preſſion on your minds as any other. 
Three men of diſtinguiſhed abilities 
roſe up at different times, and at- 
tacked Chriſtianity with every ob- 
jection which their malice could ſug- 
geſt, or their learning could deviſe: 
but neither Celſus in the ſecond cen- 
tury, nor Porphyry in the third, nor 
the emperor Julian himſelf in the 
fourth century, ever queſtioned the 
reality of the miracles related in the 
Goſpels. Do but you grant us what 
theſe men (who were more likely to 
know the truth of the matter than 
you can be) granted to their adver- 
ſaries, and we will very readily let 
you make the moſt of the Magic, to 


which, as the laſt wretched ſhift, 
| they 


„ 
they were forced to attribute them. 
We can find you men, in our days, 


who, from the mixture of two colour- 


leſs liquors, will produce you a third 
as red as blood, or of any other co- 
lour you defire ; et dicto citius, by a 
drop reſembling water, will reſtore 


the tranſparency; they will make 


two fluids coaleſce into a ſolid body; 
and, from the mixture of liquors cold- 
er than ice, will inſtantly raiſe you a 


horrid exploſion and a tremendous 


flame : theſe, and twenty other 
tricks they will perform, without 
having been ſent with our Saviour to 


Egypt to learn magic; nay, with a 
bottle or two of oil, they will com- 


poſe the undulations of a lake; and, 
by a little art, they will reſtore the 
functions of life to a man, who has 
been an hour or two under water, or 


L a day 
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„ 
a day or two buried in the ſnow : but 
in vain will theſe men, or the greateſt 
magician that Egypt ever ſaw, ſay to 
a boiſterous ſea, Peace, be ſtill; in 
vain will they ſay to a carcaſe rotting 
in the grave, Come forth : the winds 
and the ſea will not obey them, and 
the putrid carcaſe will not hear them. 
You need not ſuffer yourſelves to be 
deprived of the weight of this argu- 
ment, from its having been ob- 
ſerved, that the Fathers have ac- 
knowledged the ſupernatural part of 
Paganiſm ; ſince the Fathers were in 
no condition to detect a cheat, which 
was ſupported both by the ditpo- 
fition of the people, and the power 
of the civil magiſtrate * and they 
were from that inability forced t9 


* See Lord Lyttelt. Obſ. on St. Paul, p. 59. 
attri- 


( 
attribute to infernal agency, what 
was too cunningly contrived to be 
detected, and contrived for too im- 


pious a purpoſe, to be credited as 
the work of God. 


With reſpe& to prophecy, you 
may, perhaps, have accuſtomed your- 

* {elves to conſider it as originating in 
Aſiatic enthuſiaſm, in Chaldean myſ- 
tery, or in the ſubtle ſtratagem of 
intereſted Prieſts; and have given 
yourſelves no more trouble concern- 
ing the predictions of ſacred, than 
concerning the oracles of Pagan hiſ- 
tory. Or if you have ever caſt a 
glance upon this ſubject, the diflen- 
ſions of learned men concerning the 
proper interpretation of the Reve- 
lation, and other difficult prophe- 
cies, may have made you raſhly 
La con- 


6 
conclude, that all prophecies wert 
equally unintelligible, and more in- 
debted for their accompliſhment to 
a fortunate concurrence of events, 
and the pliant ingenuity of the 
expoſitor, than to the inſpired 
foreſight of the prophet. In all that 
the prophets of the Old Teſtament 
have delivered, concerning the de- 
ſtruction of particular cities, and rhe 
deſolation of particular Kingdoms, 
you may lee nothing but ſhrewd con- 
jectures, which any one acquainted 
with the hiſtory of the riſe and fall 
of empires might certainly have 
made: and as you would not hold 
him for a prophet, who ſhould now 
affirm, that London or Paris would 
afford to future ages a ſpectacle jul! 
as melancholy as that which we now 


contemplate, with a figh, in the 
ruins 


(„ 

ruins of Agrigentum or Palmyra; ſo 
you cannot perſuade yourſelves to 
believe that the denunciations of 
the prophets againſt the haughty ci- 
ties of Tyre or Babylon, for inſtance, 
proceeded from the inſpiration of 
the Deity, There is no doubt, that 
by ſome ſuch general kind of rea- 
ſoning, many are influenced to pay 
no attention to an argument, which, 
if properly conſidered, carries with 
it the ſtrongeſt conviction. 


Spinoza ſaid, That he would have 
broken his atheiſtic ſyſtem to pieces, 
and embraced without repugnance 
the ordinary faith of Chriſtians, if he 
could have perſuaded himſelf of the 
reſurrection of Lazarus from the 
dead; and I queſtion not, that there 
are many diſbelievers who would re- 
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linquiſh their Deiſtic tenets, and re- 
ceive the goſpel, if they could per- 
ſuade themſelves, that God had ever 
ſo far interfered in the moral govern- 
ment of the world, as to illumine the 
mind of any one man with the know- 
ledge of future events. A miracle 
ſtrikes the ſenſes of the perſons who 
ſee it ; a prophecy addrefles itſelf to 
the underſtandings of thoſe who be- 
hold its completion; and it requires, 

in many caſes, ſome learning, in all 
ſome attention, to judge of the cor- 
reſpondence of events with the pre- 
dictions concerning them. No one 
can be convinced, that what Jere- 
miah and the other prophets fore- 
told of the fate of Babylon, that it 
ſhould be beſieged by the Medes; 
that it ſhould be taken, when her 
mighty men were drunken, when her 

| ſprings 


) 

| ſprings were dried up; and that it 
ſhould become a pool of water, and 
ſhould remain deſolate for ever; no 
one, I ſay, can be convinced, that 
all theſe, and other parts of the pro- 
phetic denunciation, have been mi- 
nutely fulfilled, without ſpending 
ſome time in reading the accounts 
which profane hiſtorians have deli- 
vered down to us concerning its be- 
ing taken by Cyrus; and which mo- 
dern travellers have given us of its 
preſent ſituation. 


Porphyry was ſo perſuaded of the 
coincidence between the prophecies 
of Daniel and the events, that he 
was forced to affirm, the prophecies 
were written after the things prophe- 
fied of had happened. Another Por- 
phyry has, in our days, been ſo aſto- 

L 4 niſhed 
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„„ 
uiſhed at the correſpondence between 
the prophecy concerning the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, as related by St. 
Matthew, and the hiſtory of that 
event, as recorded by Joſephus ; 

that, rather than embrace Chril- 
tlanity, he has ventured (contrary to 
the faith of all eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
the opinion of the learned of all ages, 
and all the rules of good criticiſm) 
to aflert, that St. Matthew wrote 
his Goſpel after Jeruſalem had been 
taken and deſtroyed by the Romans, 
You may from theſe inſtances per- 
ceive the ſtrength of the argument 
from prophecy ; it has not been able 
indeed to vanquiſh the prejudices of 
either the ancient or the modern Por- 
phyry; but it has been able to com- 
pel them both to be guilty of ob- 
vious falſehoods, which have no- 
thing 


Ip 
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thing but impudent affertions to ſup- 
port them. 


Some over-zealous interpreters of 
ſcripture have found prophecies in 
ſimple narrations, extended real pre- 
dictions beyond the times and cir- 
cumſtances to which they naturally 
were applied, and perplexed their 
readers with a thouſand quaint allu- 
ſions and allegorical conceits : this 
proceeding has made men of ſenſe 
pay leſs regard to prophecy in ge- 
neral. There are ſome predictions, 
however, ſuch as thoſe concerning 
the preſent ſtate of the Jewiſh peo- 
ple, and the corruption of Chriſ- 
tianity, which are now fulfilling in 
the world; and which, if you will 
take the trouble to examine them, 
you will find of fuch an extraordi- 

| „ nary 
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nary nature, that you will not per- 
haps heſitate *to refer them to God 
as their author ; and if you once be- 
come perſuaded of the truth of any 
one miracle, or of the completion of 
any one prophecy, you will reſolve 
all your difficulties (concerning the 
manner of God's interpoſition in 
the moral government of our ſpe- 
cies, and the nature of the doctrines 
contained in revelation) into your 
own inability fully to comprehend 
the whole ſcheme of divine Provi- 
dence. 


We are told, however, that the 
ſtrangeneſs of the narration, and the 
difficulty of the doctrines contained 
in the New Teſtament, are not the 
only circumſtances which induce you 
to reject it; you have diſcovered, 

you 
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you think, ſo many contradictions in 
the accounts which the Evangeliſts 


have given of the life of Chriſt, that 


you are compelled to conſider the 
whole as an ill-digeſted and impro— 
bable ſtory. You would not reaſon 
thus upon any other occaſion ; you 
would not reject as fabulous the ac- 
counts given by Livy and Polybius 
of Hannibal and the Carthaginians, 
though you ſhould diſcover a dif- 
ference betwixt them in ſeveral 
points of little importance. You 


cannot compare the hiſtory of the 


fame events as delivered by any 
two hiſtorians, but you will meet with 
many circumſtances, which, though 
mentioned by one, are either wholly 
omitted, or differently related by the 
other ; and this obſervation is pecu- 
liarly applicable to biographical writ- 
L 6 ings: 
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ings: but no one ever thought of 
diſbelievingtheleading circumſtances 
of the lives of Vitellius or Veſpaſian, 
becauſe Tacitus and Suetonius did 
not in every thing correſpond in 
their accounts of theſe emperors. 
And if the memoirs of the life and 
doctrines of M. de Voltaire himſelf 
were, ſome twenty or thirty years 
after his death, to be delivered to 
the world by four of his moſt inti- 
mate acquaintance, I do not appre- 
hend that we ſhould diſcredit the 
whole account of ſuch an extraordi- 
nary man, by reaſon of ſome ſlight 
inconſiſtencies and contradictions 
vVvhich the avowed enemies of his name 
might chance to diſcover in the ſe- 
veral narrations. Though we ſhould 
grant you then, that the Evangeliſts 
had fallen into ſome trivial contra- 

ditions, 
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dictions, in what they have related 
concerning the life of Chriſt; yet 
you ought not to draw any other 
inference from our conceſſion than 
that they had not plotted together, 


as cheats would have done, in order 


to give an unexceptionable conſiſt- 
ency to their fraud. We are not 
however diſpoſed to make you any 
ſuch conceſſion; we will rather ſhew 
you the futility of your general ar- 
gument, by touching upon a few of 
the places which you think are moſt 
liable to your cenſure. 


You obſerve, that neither Luke, 
nor Mark, nor John have mentioned 
the cruelty of Herod in murdering - 
the infants of Bethlehem; and that 
no account is to be found of this 
matter in Joſephus, who wrote the 


life 


e 
life of Herod ; and therefore the fac 
recorded by Matthew is not true, 
— The concurrent teſtimony of many 
independent writers concerning. a 
matter of fa& unqueſtionably adds 
to its probability; but if nothing is 
to be received as true, upon the teſti- 
mony of a ſingle author, we muſt 
give up ſome of the beſt writers, and 

diſbelieve ſome of the moſt intereſt- 
ing facts of ancient hiſtory, _ 


According to Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, there was only an interval of 
three months, you ſay, between the 
baptiſm and crucifixion of Jeſus ; 
from which time, taking away the 
forty days of the temptation, there 
will only remain about fix weeks 
for the whole period of his public 
miniſtry ; which laſted however, ac- 

cording 
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cording to St. John, at the leaſt 
above three years. Vour objection 
fairly ſtated ſtands thus : Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, in writing the hiſ- 
tory of Jeſus Chriſt, mention the ſe- 
veral events of his life, as following 
one another in continued ſucceſſion, 
without taking notice of the times 
in which they happened : but is it a 
juſt concluſion from their filence, to 
infer that there really were no inter- 
vals of time between the tranſactions 
which they ſeem to have connected? 
Many inſtances might be produced 
from the moſt admired biographers 
of antiquity, in which events are re- 
lated, as immediately conſequent to 
each other, which did not happen 
but at very diſtant periods : we have 
an obvious example of this manner 
of writing in St. Matthew; who con- 

nects 
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nects the preaching of John the Bap- 
tiſt with the return of Joſeph from 
Egypt, though we are certain that 
the latter event preceded the former 
by a great many years. 


John has ſaid nothing of the in- 
ſtitution of the Lord's ſupper ; the 
other Evangeliſts have ſaid nothing 
of the waſhing of the diſciples' feet: 
What then? are you not aſhamed 
to produce theſe facts, as inſtances 
of contradiction ? If omiſſions are 
contradictions, look into the hiſtory 
of the age of Louis the Fourteenth, 
or into the general hiſtory of M. de 
Voltaire, and you will meet with a 
great abundance of contradictions. 


John, in mentioning the diſcourſe 
which Jeſus had with his mother and 
| his 
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his beloved diſciple, at the time of his 
crucifixion, ſays, that ſhe with Mary 


Magdalene ſtood near the croſs: Mat- 


thew, on the other hand, ſays, that 
Mary Magdalene and the other wo- 
men were there, beholding atar off. 


This you think a manifeſt contradic- 


tion; and ſcoffi-gly inquire, whether 
the women and the beloved diſciple, 
which were near the croſs, could be the 
ſame with thoſe who ſtood far from 


the croſs It is difficult not to 


tranſgreſs the bounds of modera- 


tion and good manners, in anſwering 


ſuch ſophiſtry. What ! have you to 


learn, that though the Evangeliſts 


ſpeak of the crucifixion as of one 
event, it was not accompliſhed in 
one inſtant, but laſted ſevera] hours ? 


And why the women, who were at 


a diſtance from the croſs, might not, 
during its continuance, draw near 
the 
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the croſs; or, from being near the 
croſs, might not move from the 
croſs, is more than you can explain 
to either us or yourſelves. And we 
take from you your only refuge, by 
denying expreſsly, chat the different 
Evangeliſts, in their mention of the 
women, ſpeak of the ſame point of 
time. 


The Evangeliſts, you affirm, are 
fallen into groſs contradictions, in 
their accounts of the appearances by 


which Jeſus manifeſted himſelf to his 


diſciples, after his reſurrection from 
the dead; for Matthew ſpeaks of 
two, Mark of three, Luke of two, 
and John of four. That contradic- 
tory propoſitions cannot be true, is 
readily granted; and if you will pro- 
duce the place in which Matthew 
ſays, 


. U 


. 
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fon that Jeſus Chriſt appeared twice 
and 0 oftener, it will be further 
granted, that he is contradicted by 
John in a very material part of his 
narration : but till you do that, you 
muſt excuſe me, if I cannot grant, 
that the Evangeliſts have contra- 


dicted each other in this point; for 


to common underſtandings it is pretty 
evident, that if Chriſt appeared four 
times, according to John's account, 


he muſt have appeared twice, ac- 


cording to that of Matthew and 
Luke, and thrice, according to that 
of Mark. 


The different Evangeliſts are not 


only accuſed of contradicting each 
other, but Luke is ſaid to have con- 
tradicted himſelf ; for in his Goſpel 
he tells us, that Jeſus aſcended into 
heaven 
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1 
heaven from Bethany; and in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, of which he is 
the reputed author, he informs us 


that he aſcended from Mount Olivet. 


—Your objection proceeds either 
from your 1gnorance cf geography, 


or your ill-will to Chriitianity ; and 


upon either ſuppoſition deſerves our 


contempt : be pleaſed, however, to 


remember for the future, that Be- 
thany was not only the name of a 
town, but of a diſtrict of Mount 
Olivet adjoining to the town. 


From this ſpecimen of the contra- 
dictions aſcribed to the hiſtorians of 
the life of Chriſt, you may judge for 
yourſelves what little reaſon there is 
to reject Chriſtianity upon their ac- 
count; and how ſadly you will be 


impoſed upon (in a matter of more 


conſe- 


— — — }| We + 


„ 


conſequence to you than any other) 


if you take every thing for a contra- 
diction, which the uncandid adver- 
ſaries of Chriſtianity think proper to 
call one. 


Before I put an end to this addreſs, 
I cannot help taking notice of an 
argument by which ſome philoſo- 
phers have of late endeavoured to 


overturn the whole ſyſtem of reve- 
lation : and it is the more neceſſary 


to give an anſwer to their objection, 
as it is become a common ſubject of 
philoſophical converſation, eſpecially 
amongſt thoſe who have viſited the 
continent. The objection tends to 
invalidate, as is ſuppoſed, the autho- 

rity of Moſes, by ſhewing that the 
_carth is much older than it can be 
proved to be from his account of the 


creation, 
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creation, and the ſcripture chrono- 
logy. We contend, that ſix thou- 


ſand years have not yet elapſed ſince 
the creation; and theſe philoſophers 
contend, that they have indubitable 


proof of the earth's being at the leaſt 
fourteen thouſand years old ; and they 
complain that Moſes hangs as a 
dead weight upon them, and blunts 
all their zeal for inquiry *. 


The Canonico Recupero, who, it 
ſeems, is engaged in writing the hiſ- 
tory of mount Etna, has diſcovered 
a ſtratum of lava which flowed from 


that mountain, according to his op1- 
nion, in the time of the ſecond Pu- 


nic war, or about two thouſand years 
ago ; this ſtratum 1s not yet covered 


* Brydone's Travels. 
with 


ö | 
with ſoil ſufficient for the production 
of either corn or vines; it requires 
then, ſays the Canon, two thouſand 
years at leaſt to convert a ſtratum of 
lava into a fertile field. In finking 
a pit near Fact, in the neighbourhood 
of Etna, they have diſcovered evi- 
dent marks of ſeven diſtinct lavas 
one under the other ; the ſurfaces of 


which are parallel, and moſt of them 


covered with a thick bed of rich 
earth: now, the eruption which 
formed the loweſt of theſe lavas (if 


we may be allowed to reaſon, ſays 
the Canon, from analogy) flowed 


from the mountain at leaſt fourteen 
thouſand years ago.—It might be 
briefly anſwered to this objection, 
by denying that there 1s any thing 
in the hiſtory of Moſes repugnant 
to this opinion concerning the great 

anti- 
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antiquity of the earth ; for though 
the riſe and progreſs of arts and 
fciences, and the ſmall multiplication 
of the human ſpecies, render it al- 
moſt to a demonſtration probable, 
that man has not exiſted longer upon 
the ſurface of this earth than accord- 


ing to the Moſaic account; yet that 


the earth itſelf was then created out 


of nothing, when man was placed 


upon 1t, is not, according to the ſen- 
timents of ſome philoſophers, to be 
proved from the original text of ſa- 
cred ſcripture : we might, I ſay, re- 
ply with theſe philoſophers to this 
formidable objection of the Canon, 


by granting it in its full extent; we 


are under no neceſſity, however, of 


adopting their opinion in order to 
ſhew the weakneſs of the Canon's rea- 


ſoning. 19 in the firſt place, the 


Canon 
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Canon has not ſatisfactorily eſta- 
bliſhed his main fact, that the lava 
in queſtion is the identical lava which 
Diodorus Siculus mentions to have 
flowed from Etna, in the ſecond Car- 
thaginian war; and in the ſecond 
place it may be obſerved, that the 
time neceſſary for converting lavas 
into fertile fields muſt be very differ- 
ent, according to the different con- 
ſiſtencies of the lavas, and their dif- 
ferent ſituations, with reſpect to ele- 
vation or depreſſion; to their being 
expoſed to winds, rains, and to other 
circumſtances; juſt as the time in 
which the heaps of iron ſlag (which 
reſembles lava) are covered with 
verdure, is different at different fur- 
naces, according to the nature of the 
ſlag, and ſituation of the furnace; 


and ſomething of this kind is dedu- 
* cCible 
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cible from the account of the Canon 
himſelf ; fince the crevices of this 
famous ſtratum are really full of rich, 
good ſoil, and have Fn large trees 
growing in them. 


But if all this ſhould be thought 
not ſufficient to remove the objec- 
tion, I will produce the Canon an 
analogy in oppoſition to his analogy, 
and which is grounded on more cer- 
tain facts. Etna and Veſuvius re- 
ſemble each other, in the cauſes 
which produce their eruptions, and 
in the nature of their lavas, and in 
the time neceflary to mellow them 
into ſoil fit for vegetation ; or if tiere 
be any flight difference in this re- 
ſpect, it is probably not greater than 
what ſubſiſts between different lavas 
of the ſame mountain. This being 

admit- 
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admitted, which no philoſopher will 
deny, the Canon's analogy will prove 
juſt nothing at all, if we can produce 
an inſtance of ſeven different lavas 
(wich 1nterjacent ſtrata of vegeta- 
ble earth) which have flowed from 
mount Veſuvius, within the ſpace, 
not of fourteen thouſand, but of 
ſomewhat leſs than ſeventeen hun- 
dred years; for then, according to 
our analogy, a ſtratum of lava may 
be covered with vegetable foil in 
about two hundred and fifty years, 
inſtead of requiring two thouſand for 
the purpoſe. The eruption of Ve- 
ſuvius, which deſtroyed Hercula- 
neum and Pompeii, is rendered {till 
more famous by the death of Pliny, 
recorded by his nephew in his letter 
to Tacitus ; this event happened in 
the year 79; it is not yet then quite 


M 2 ſeven- 
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ſeventeen hundred years ſince Her- 
culaneum was ſwallowed up: but 
we are informed by unqueſtionable 
authority, that © the matter which 
covers the ancient town of Hercu- 
lancum is not the produce of one 
eruption only ; for there are evident 
marks, that the matter of fix erup- 
tions has taken its courſe over. that 
which lies immediately above the 
town, and was the cauſe of its de- 
ſtruction. Theſe ſtrata are either of 
lava or burnt matter, with veins of 
geod ſoil betwixt them *. I] will not 
add another word upon this ſubject ; 
except that the biſhop of the dioceſe 


* See Sir William Hamilton's Remarks 
upon the Nature of the Soil of Naples and its 
| Neighbourhood, in the Philoſ. Tranſ. vol. Ixi. 
P-; 7. 
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was not much out in his advice to Ca- 
nonico Recupero to take care not 
to make his mountain older than 
Moſes; though it would have been 
full as well to have ſhut his mouth. 
with a reaſon, as to have ſtopped it 
with the dread of an eccleſiaſtical 
cenſure. 


Lou perceive with what eaſe a 
little attention will remove a great 
difficulty ; but had we been able to 
ſay nothing in explanation of this 
phenomenon, we ſhould not have 
acted a very rational part in making 
our 1gnorance the foundation of our 
infidelity, or ſuffering a minute phi- 
lolopher to rob us of our religion. 


Your objections to revelation may 
be numerous; you may find fault 
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with the account which Moſes has 


given of the creation and the fall; 
you may not be able to get water 


enough for an univerſal deluge; nor 


room enough 1n the ark of Noah for 
all the different kinds of aerial and 
terreſtrial animals; you may be diſ- 
ſatisfied with the command for ſa- 
crificing of Iſaac, for plundering the 
Egyptians, and for extirpating the 
Canaanites ; you may find fault with 
the Jewiſh ceconomy, for its cere- 
monies, its ſacrifices, and its multi- 
plicity of prieſts ; you may object to 
the imprecations in the Pſalms, and 
think the immoralities of David a 
fit ſubject for dramatic ridicule *; 

| _ 


* See Sail et David Hyperdrame. 
Whatever cenſure the author of this compo- 
ſition 
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you may look upon the partial pro- 
mulgation of Chriſtianity as an inſu- 
perable objection to its truth, and 
waywardly reject the goodneſs of 
God toward yourſelves, becauſe you 
do not comprehend how you have 
deſerved it more than others; you 
may know nothing of the entrance 
of ſin and death into the world by 
one man's tranſgreſſion; nor be able 
to comprehend the doctrine of the 
croſs and of redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt; in ſhort, if your mind is ſo 
diſpoſed, you may find food for your 
ſcepticiſm in every page of the Bible, 
as well as in every appearance of na- 
ture; and it is not in the power of 


fition may deſerve for his intention, the work 
itſelf deſerves none; its ridicule is too grols to 
miſlead even the ignorant. 


any 
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any perſon, but yourſelves, to clear 
up your doubts; you muſt read, and 
you muſt think for yourſelves ; and 
you muſt do both with temper, with 
candour, and with care. Infidelity 
is a rank weed; it 1s nurtured by 
our vices, and cannot be plucked up 
as eaſily as it may be planted : your 
difficulties with reſpect to revelation 
may have firſt ariſen from your own 
reflection on the religious indiffe- 
rence of thoſe, whom, from your 
earlieſt infancy, you have been ac- 
cuſtomed to revere and imitate; do- 
meſtic irreligion may have made you 
a willing hearer of libertine conver- 
ſation ; and the uniform prejudices 
of the world may have finiſhed the 
buſineſs, at a very early age, and left 
you to wander through life, without 
a principle to direct your conduct, 
1 and 
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and to die without hope. We are 
far from wiſhing you to truſt the 
word of the Clergy for the truth of 
your religion ; we beg of you to 
examine it to the bottom, to try it, to 
prove it, and not to hold it faſt un- 
leſs you find it good. Till you are 
diſpoſed to undertake this taſk, it be- 
comes you to conſider with great 
ſeriouſneſs and attention, whether it 
can be for your intereſt to eſteem a 
few witty ſarcaſms, or metaphyſic 
ſubtleties, or ignorant miſrepreſen- 
tations, or unwarranted aflertions, as 
unanſwerable arguments againſt re- 
velation ; and a very ſlight reflection 
will convince you, that it will cer- 
tainly be for your reputation to em 
ploy the flippancy of your rhetoric, 


and the poignancy of your ridicule, 
upon 


( 250 ) 
upon any ſubject rather than upon 
the ſubject of Religion. 


I take my leave with recommend- 
ing to your notice, the advice which 


Mr. Locke gave to a young man 
who was deſirous of becoming ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of the 
Chriſtian religion. Study the holy 
ſcripture, eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment : therein are contained the 
| | words of eternal life. It has God 
| for its author, ſalvation for its end, 
and truth without any mixture of 
error for its matter *.“ 


I am, &c. 


7-5 * Locke's Poſth. Works. 
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